Rating Decisions for the Integrated Disability Evaluation System (IDES)

Answer Key 
Practical Exercise
Use available resources to answer the following questions.
1. A proposed rating decision is a decision prepared by a RVSR assigned to the D-RAS.
2. True or False? A proposed rating decision is binding.
3. What are the deciding factor(s) that determine if a rating decision requires a single signature or two?
a. Complexity of the case

b. Experience of the Rating Veteran Service Representative (RVSR)

c. Discretion of the Veteran Service Center Manager (VSCM)

d. All of the above (Correct)
4. What are the two sections of the rating decision? Narrative and Code Sheet
5. The primary reference used by the RVSR to determine the evaluation of a disability is 38 CFR, part 4.
6. Which of the following would not warrant payment of Special Monthly Compensation (SMC)? 
a. Housebound based on a service-connected (SC) disability

b. High blood pressure (Correct)
c. Anatomical loss of an extremity

d. Blindness

e. Impotence

7. Which of the following best defines SMC?
a. Disability evaluation

b. Benefit in addition to the basic rate of compensation (Correct)
c. Aid and attendance

8. If a specific disability or injury is not listed in the rating schedule, the RVSR may assign a diagnostic code by applying the analogous code.
9. True or False? All rating decisions require two signatures.

10. Which of the following statement(s) is/are false? Select all that apply.

a. RVSRs are prohibited from denying a claim before all efforts to assist have been exhausted.
b. Prior to making a decision, RVSRs review all evidence of record to ensure completeness and adequacy.

c. RVSRs cannot rate a claim before the expiration of the notice period. (Correct)

Note: When discussing the answers for questions 11 - 14, demonstrate the calculations found in 38 CFR 4.25 Combined Ratings Table, 38 CFR 4.26 Bilateral Factors and then use the “Disability Rating Calculator, Combinator.”
11. The DRAS proposed service connection for the following disabilities. 
· 10% for patellofemoral syndrome, right knee

· 10% for patellofemoral syndrome, left knee

· 30% for chronic post traumatic stress disorder

· 50% for sleep apnea

What is the combined evaluation?

a. 60%

b. 70% (Correct)
c. 80%

d. 90%

e. 100%

50% + 30% = 65% +10% = 69% + 10% = 72% + Bilateral Factor 1.9 = 73.9% = 70% Combined Rating

Bilateral Factors: 10%RL + 10%LL = 19(.10) = 1.9

12. The DRAS proposed service connection for the following disabilities. 

· 30% post traumatic stress disorder

· 20% degenerative arthritis, right elbow

· 20% degenerative arthritis, left wrist

· 10% for patellofemoral syndrome, right knee

· 10% for patellofemoral syndrome, left knee

What is the combined evaluation?

A. 60%

B. 70% (Correct)
C. 80%

D. 90%

E. 100%

Bilateral Factor 20% + 20% = 36% + 10% = 42% + 10% = 48 (.10) = 4.8

30% + 20% = 44% + 20% = 55% + 10% = 60% + 10% = 64% + 4.8 BF = 68.8

70% Combined Rating

Explain that the combined rating was 60% until the bilateral factor added enough for the combined 70%.

13. The DRAS proposed service connection for the following disabilities. 
· 50% migraine headaches

· 20% traumatic brain injury

· 10% degenerative disc disease, lumbar spine
What is the combined evaluation?
A. 60% (Correct)
B. 70%

C. 80%

D. 90%

E. 100%

50% + 20% = 60% + 10% = 64% for a combined rating of 60%

14. The DRAS proposed service connection for the following disabilities. 

· 30% for patellofemoral syndrome, right knee

· 30% for patellofemoral syndrome, left knee
What is the combined evaluation?
A. 60% (Correct)

B. 70%

C. 80%

D. 90%

E. 100%

Bilateral Factor 30% + 30% = 51%(.10) = 5.1

30% + 30% = 51% + 5.1 = 55.1% for combined rating of 60%
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