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Radiation Exposure claims development trainee handouts
	PREREQUISITE TRAINING
	Prior to this training you must have completed the following lesson plans: SHARE, MAP-D, PIES, Reference Materials, Tour of the C&P Website, Establishing Veteran Status, and Claims Recognition.

	PURPOSE OF LESSON 


	The purpose of this lesson is to teach you to identify a claim involving radiation exposure, differentiate between the types of radiation claims and to correctly develop for required evidence.  

Provided with the appropriate manual and regulatory references and handouts, access to Academy mode MAP-D and SHARE, and case scenarios you will be able to:

· Identify the three types of radiation exposure claims.

· Differentiate between claims filed under 38 CFR 3.309(d) and 38 CFR 3.311(b).

· List 5 of the most common disabilities associated with radiation exposure under 38 CFR 3.309(d) and 38 CFR 3.311 (b).

· Determine that basic criteria for a radiation exposure claim has been met before undertaking development.

· Describe the steps required for complete development of a radition exposure claim.


	Time Required
	2.0 hours classroom; 1.0 hour practice and review exercises

	INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD  
	Lecture, participatory discussion, practical exercise 

	MATERIALS/

TRAINING AIDS
	· Radiation Exposure Claims Development PowerPoint presentation 

· Radiation Exposure Claims Development Trainee Handouts
· One sample Academy case for instructor demonstration of radiation exposure  claims development in MAP-D/SHARE
· One sample Academy case for practical exercise of radiation exposure claims development in MAP-D/SHARE                       
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References

 38 CFR 3.309

 38 CFR 3.311

 M21-1MR, Part IV, Subpart ii, 1.B

 M21-1MR, Part IV, Subpart ii, 1.C

 FL 04-20

 38 USC 1112

Radiation Claim due to Occupational Exposure

Suggestion Paragraphs  

We are reviewing your claim for compensation for residuals of exposure to radiation caused by occupational exposure, accidents, etc.  To assist us in making a decision on your claim, please furnish the following information on the enclosed VA Forms 21-4138:

1.  What disabilities do you claim resulted from your exposure to radiation?

2.  What was the name of your organization or unit at the time of your exposure?  (ship, task group, company, squadron, etc.)

3.  Describe in detail your duties or activities during the period of exposure.

4.  What safeguards were employed to reduce or eliminate exposure from this radiation source?

5.  What was the exact date (month, day, year) of your exposure or, if cumulative, the dates (from and to) of exposure?  What was the duration (minutes, hours) of your exposure?

6.  Inform us of all dates and places where you received treatment for the disabilities that you claim resulted from exposure to radiation.  Include any treatment you may have received while you were in service as well as treatment received after your discharge.

7.  Describe your complete employment history, with special attention to any possible exposure to radiation or other cancer-causing agents prior to and after service.

8.  List pertinent family history, noting whether or not any members of your immediate family (parents or siblings) have or have had leukemia or other cancers.

9.  Describe your exposure to any known cancer-causing agents, including smoking history and, if claiming skin cancer, exposure to the sun.

10.  In addition to the above information, please furnish your Social Security number and the dates and places of your birth.

Radiation Claim due to Atmospheric Nuclear Weapons Tests

Suggestion Paragraphs  

We have received your claim for compensation for residuals of exposure to radiation while participating in atmospheric nuclear weapons tests.  To assist us in locating the records necessary for us to make a decision on your claim, please furnish the following information on the enclosed VA Form 21-4138.

1. Inform us of the dates and places of all tests in which you participated.

2.  Advise us of the code names of the test shots or operations.

3.  How many tests did you witness?

4.  What was your rank at the time of the tests?

5.  What was the name of your organization or unit at the time of the tests you witnessed?  (ship, task group, company, squadron, etc.)

6.  If you were on special detail at the time of your participation, please indicate the duty place and organization from which you were detailed.

7.  Describe in detail your activities during the entire period of your participation.

8.  How far were you from the center or "ground zero" at the time of each explosion?

9.  Were you in the open or under cover?  Were you in a plane or aboard ship?

10.  Did you move toward "ground zero" after the explosion?  If so, how soon after the explosion?  How close to "ground zero"?

11.  How long did you remain in the vicinity of the explosion?

12.  Were there any peculiarities experienced during the test, such as unexpected wind changes or severe dust conditions?

13.  Did you wear a film badge while participating in this test?

14.  Furnish the names of other servicemen participating in the tests with you.

15.  What disabilities do you claim resulted from exposure to radiation?

16.  Inform us of all dates and places where you received treatment for the disabilities you claim resulted from exposure to radiation.  Include treatment you may have received while you were in the service as well as medical treatment received after your discharge.

17.  Describe your complete employment history with special attention to any exposure to radiation or other cancer-causing agents prior to and after service.

18.  List pertinent family history, noting whether or not any members of  your immediate family (parents or siblings) have or have had leukemia or other cancers.

19.  Describe your exposure to any known cancer-causing agents, including  smoking history and, if claiming skin cancer, exposure to the sun.

20.  In addition to the above information, please furnish your Social Security number, and the date and place of your birth.

Radiation Claim due to Occupation of Hiroshsima or Nagasaki

Suggestion Paragraphs  

We are reviewing your claim for compensation for residuals of exposure to radiation due to the occupation of Hiroshima or Nagasaki (specify which) from September 1945, to July 1, 1946.  To assist us in making a decision on your claim, please furnish the following information on the enclosed VA Form 21-4138:

1.  What disabilities do you claim resulted from your exposure to radiation while participating in the occupation?

2.  What was the name of your organization or unit at the time?  If you were detailed from some other organization, what was the name of the organization from which you were detailed?

3.  What was your rank at the time of occupation?

4.  Furnish the exact date (day, month, and year) of your arrival and departure.

5.  Describe your duties in detail, and your activities during the occupation.  Were you assigned to any special details while there?  Did you go ashore?  If so, how long were you ashore and what was your proximity to "ground zero"?

6.  List all dates and places where you received treatment for the disabilities that you claim resulted from exposure to radiation.  Include any treatment you may have received while in service as well as treatment received after your discharge.

7.  Describe your complete employment history, with special attention to any possible exposure to radiation or other cancer-causing agents prior to and after service.

8.  List pertinent family history, noting whether or not any members of your immediate family (parents or sibling) have or have had leukemia or other forms of cancer.

9.  Describe your exposure to any known cancer-causing agents, including smoking history and, if claiming skin cancer, exposure to the sun.

10.  In addition to the above information, please furnish your date and place of birth and your Social Security number.

Radiation Exposure Checklist

[38 CFR 3.311(b)]

VETERAN'S NAME: ____________________________    FILE NO: _______________

SERVICE DATES:  EOD ______________    RAD _______________

	I.  REQUIREMENTS:
	YES
	NO

	A.  Is radiogenic disease shown to exist by medical evidence?
	
	

	Condition:
	
	

	B.  Was such disease manifest within the appropriate time period?
	
	

	Date:
	
	

	C.  Is this disease alleged to be the result of:
	
	

	Atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons?
	
	

	Occupation of Hiroshima or Nagasaki from 9-45 until 7-1-46?
	
	

	From other activities such as occupational exposure, accidents, etc?
	
	

	(If any of above criteria are not met, then no further development under 38 CFR 3.311(b) is warranted.  Consider under 38 CFR 3.303.)
	
	

	II.  DEVELOPMENT
	
	

	A.  Has development been accomplished under M21-1MR, Part IV, Subpart ii, 1.C.9.a  regarding exposure due to atmospheric testing?
	
	

	B.  Has complete employment history, pertinent family history, known health exposure been developed pursuant to M21-1MR, Part IV, Subpart ii, 1.C.8.d & e & f?  
	
	

	C.  Regarding exposure at Hiroshima or Nagasaki, has information shown in M21-1MR, Part IV, Subpart ii.1.C.9.b  been developed?
	
	

	III.  POST-DEVELOPMENT ACTION
	
	

	A.  Notify CO
	
	

	B.  Contact DTRA
	
	

	C.  After all requirements have been met, all development has been completed and reply has been received from DTRA, folder should be forwarded to Central Office, 211, with a cover letter as indicated in M21-1MR, Part IV, Subpart ii, 1.C.11.c. 
	
	


Radiation Exposure Disabilities Scenarios

Carefully read the following scenarios.  For each scenario, briefly explain the questions in Part I and Part II shown below.

Part I - What regulation is the veteran claiming his disability under?

Part II - What evidence needs to be gathered?

Scenario A

Thomas Tucker honorably served with the Marine Corps from March 1, 1953 through April 1, 1955.  The Sioux Falls Regional Office recently received a claim which stated that he now suffers from cancer of the breast.  Additionally, he wrote that he participated in Operation Upshot-Knothole-Test Badger, which was an atmospheric nuclear detonation in the Nevada desert on April 18, 1953.  His reported duty was to watch the explosion and “capture an atomized beachhead.”  In fact, the New York Times ran a front-page piece on this event on Sunday, April 19, 1953.  Thomas claims as verification that the person standing in the photograph pointing his finger into the air was actually he.  Attached to the claim was recent medical evidence showing breast cancer.

Scenario B

John Jerger served with the Air Force as a member of the Pacific Air Weather Service on the Korean peninsula in the late 1950s.  The Air Force was measuring the size of the Soviet Union’s nuclear weapons detonations by having planes fly into the mushroom clouds and collect radiation samples that deposited into special filters.  John submits a claim for service connection claiming that his skin cancer was the result of his occupation.  John noted that he was responsible for retrieving the radiation samples from the filter screens while the planes were still “hot.”  Medical evidence from the best skin cancer specialist in New York is submitted with his claim.

Scenario C

Steve Bizzner served as a machinist’s mate with the Navy during Vietnam from 1971 through 1973.  After his discharge from the service, Steve joined the reserves.  He was activated for Gulf War duty in 1991.  Steve loved to take cruises or fly to a destination in the Pacific.  On one trip, he was able to charter a boat and circle the Bikini Atoll.  This had been the site of many nuclear tests.  Unable to go ashore, he snapped some pictures and decided to fish.  Steve caught some fish and cooked them on the propane stove while at sea.  Years later, a claim is received in the Columbia Regional Office citing that he developed cancer of the esophagus as a result of eating radioactive fish that he caught near the Bikini Atoll.  As a reservist, Steve filed a claim for radiation exposure.  Medical evidence accompanied his claim.

Radiation Exposure Exercise

1. Radiation exposure claims can be filed under different laws.  Each of these laws has its own particular development process.  Name one type of law._______________________

2. True or False?  There is no time limit within which disabilities under 38 CFR 3.309 (d) must  appear.  ________________________________

3. True or False?  All claims based on radiation exposure must be referred to CO.  ____________________________

4. Name four ways that a veteran could have been exposed to radiation in service.

a.

b.

c.

d.

5. A radiation exposure claim can be filed under 38 CFR §3.309(d), 38 CFR §3.311 or 38 CFR §3.303.

Please provide a brief explanation of each law.

a. 3.309(d)—

b. 3.311—

c. 3.303—

6. How would one obtain verification of a veteran’s participation in a radiation-risk activity?________________________________________________

7. List  5 most common disabilities associated with radiation exposure under either 3.309 or 3.311.  ___________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________ 
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