
Burial awards and the BDN

(307 screen processing)

Trainee Handouts

	PREREQUISITES
	The students should have completed the Burial lesson in TPSS prior to this lesson.

	PURPOSE OF LESSON
	The purpose of this lesson is to give trainees a working knowledge of how to process burial awards and disallowances.

Specifically, this lesson will present the following material to the trainee:

 A review of eligibility for burial benefits

 A review of burial claims for completion and development as needed

 Burial award and disallowance processes



	Time Required
	1.0 hours



	Instructional Method
	Interactive lecture and participatory discussion



	Materials/ Training Aids


	Classroom or private area where a discussion may be held.  Chairs and writing surfaces are required.

Large writing surface such as—easel pad, chalkboard, dry erase board with appropriate markers, and a computer with projection equipment and PowerPoint software.

 Processing Burial Claims Trainee Handouts

 Processing Burial Claims PowerPoint Presentation
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References

· 38 U.S.C., Chapter 23

· 38 CFR 3.12

 M21-1MR, Part VI

 M21-1MR, Part III, subpart ii, chapter 7

· M21-1, Part V, Chapter 7

Review Exercise 

A review is a tool used to judge the level of knowledge the group has acquired as a result of the training.  It is not used for individual evaluation.

1. If a veteran did not die in a VA medical facility or on contract care, and if the veteran was not receiving or entitled to receive compensation or pension, no burial benefit is payable unless the death is:

(a) Accidental

(b)  The result of Medicaid nursing home care

(c) Service-connected

(d) All of the above

2.  Service connection must be considered by an RVSR if:

(a) Service connection for cause of death was claimed.

(b) The veteran died of a service-connected condition

(c) The veteran was rated 50 percent or more disabled for any one service-connected condition.

(d) All of the above

3.  VA has previously paid benefits to J.J. Downer during his lifetime.  Is this sufficient verification of service for burial benefits?

(a) Yes

(b) No

4.  When a veteran is eligible for the both the non-service-connected or the service-connected burial benefit the VSR should pay:

(a) Both the statutory amount and the cost of the burial

(b) Only the statutory amount

(c) Only the cost of the burial

(d) Either the statutory amount or the cost of the burial, whichever is less.
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