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History has a strange way of repeating itself. In May 1845, American Marines went ashore from the USS Constitution in an attempt to release a French Catholic missionary from prison.

  "Old Ironsides" was anchored at Touron Bay, Cochin, China, during her cruise around the world. Touron Bay is known today as "Da Nang."

  Much has happened since that first landing in Vietnam by American Navy men and Marines, over 125 years ago.  Following the signing of the Geneva accords, Bedell Smith, representing the American delegation, stated that the United States would not threaten or use force to disturb the accords, and "would view any renewal of aggression in violation of the Agreements with grave concern as seriously threatening international peace and security."
Enemy troops continued infiltrating from the north. The monsoon rains came, bogging down the mechanized army of the south, but guerrillas don't need wheels.

  As the rains fell heavily, the guerrilla units began strong offensives in every major sector of operations, including the southern deltas, central highlands and the mountainous north.

  It was then that the USS Maddox was attacked in international waters by North Vietnamese PT boats, an attack referred to as the Gulf of Tonkin incident.

  During a sneak night attack, the VC hit the air base at Pleiku in the central highlands. The American barracks was rocketed; aircraft and helicopters were shredded.

  Eight Americans were killed; 125 more wounded.
The enemy then struck at Qui Nhon in Central Vietnam. The Americans counted their casualties.
             The decision was made."Land the Marines!"[image: image2.jpg]



  March 8, 1965, began cloudy and windy. There was a pounding surf and a strong offshore wind. Breakers reached 20 feet. The landing was delayed.

  Then the small landing craft reached the beach. Ramps ground open and the Marines stormed ashore. They were greeted by a mob of photographers, local officials and Vietnamese school girls.

  Secretary of State Dean Rusk was asked if Marines would shoot back if fired on.

  "Obviously," he replied. "That's the history of the Corps."
  The 3d Bn., Ninth Marines waded ashore 10 miles west of Da Nang. They were part of the Ninth Marine Expeditionary Brigade, commanded by Brigadier General Frederick J. Karch.

  Once ashore, the Ninth Marines linked up with the Ist Bn., Third Marines which landed by C-130 Hercules transport aircraft later in the day.

  A month prior to the arrival of the Marine ground troops, a battery of Marine HAWK missiles was transferred to Vietnam for the defense of the Da Nang Air Base.





	U.S. Combat Casualties in the War

By Race

Combat Deaths through March 1973 (missing not included)
Race                                 Army          Marines           Navy         Air            Total

                                                                                                    Force

White                             26,280            11,209           1,375         963         39,827 (86.7%)

Black                                3,994             1,600                38           30           5,662 (12.3%)

Other                                   321                127                13             8              469  (1%)

TOTAL                          30,595           12,936           1,426       1,001        45,958

Source: Thomas C. Thayer, War Without Fronts: The American Experience in Vietnam, Westview Press: Boulder and London 1985, Table 11.7, p. 113.  Taken from the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), Directorate of Information Operations.

A common misconception about the War in Vietnam is that draftees constituted the majority of the battle deaths.  The reality was the opposite of this belief.

Battle Deaths by Category of Service

(Draftees Verses Regulars and Reservist Volunteers)

Category of Service                  Army      Marines          Navy         Air Force        Total

Regular                                   13,037        11,507           1,261               716         26,521

Reserve                                     2,695             816              165               281           3,957

National Guard                              72                 0                  0                   4                76

Selective Service                    14,791             613                  0                   0         15,404

 (Draft)

Total:                                      30,595         12,936          1,426             1,001        45,958

Source: Thomas C. Thayer, War Without Fronts: The American Experience in Vietnam, Westview Press: Boulder and London 1985, Table 11.8, p. 115.  Taken 

from the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), Directorate of Information Operations, Figures to March 1973 (missing not included).



	5th Special Forces Group (Airborne)

(In Vietnam)

Special Forces (discontinued in 1945) were reconstituted in the Regular Army, on 15 April 1960, and was designated as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces. On 21 September 1961 at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, the 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) was officially activated. One year after the 5th Group was organized, elements of the 5th Special Forces Group began serving temporary duty tours in the Republic of Vietnam 

Full deployment of the Group was completed in February 1965. Although young in years of existence, from its operational base at Nha Trang, the Group deployed throughout the four military regions of South Vietnam. Its operational detachments established and manned camps at 270 different locations, which trained and led indigenous forces of the civilian irregular defense groups, as well as regular units of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Vietnam. Despite being one of the smallest units engaged in the Vietnam conflict, the Group colors fly twenty campaign streamers, and its soldiers are among the most highly decorated in the history of our nation. Seventeen Medals of Honor were awarded, 8 posthumously. 

The Group was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation (Army) Vietnam 1966-1968, The Meritorious Unit Commendation (Army) Vietnam 1968; Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Vietnam 1964-1969; and Republic of Vietnam Civil Action Honor Medal, 1st Class, Vietnam 1968-1970. Other teams and elements received numerous other unit citations including, Naval Presidential Unit Citation, valorous unit awards and numerous Vietnamese unit awards. On 5 March 1971, the colors of the 5th Special Forces Group were returned to Fort Bragg, North Carolina by a 94-man contingent led by then Col. (later Maj. Gen. Retired) Michael D. Healy, thereby terminating their official Vietnam service.
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