Presumptive Service Connection and Effective Dates Handout


Scenario 1
The veteran had honorable military service from August 15, 1997, to August 15, 2003.  The VA received an original claim for service connection for arthritis of the right ankle on July 23, 2004. An X-ray dated May 10, 2004, diagnosed arthritis of the right ankle.  You decide the evidence is sufficient to grant service connection on a presumptive basis.

Scenario 2
The veteran had honorable military service from August 16, 1998, to August 15, 2001.  The VA received a claim for service connection for hypertension on December 14, 2003.  Hypertension was first diagnosed on April 5, 2002.  You decide the evidence is sufficient to grant service connection on a presumptive basis.

Scenario 3
The veteran had honorable military service from June 11, 1968, to July 9, 1971.  VA received the veteran's claim for service connection for lung cancer on November 21, 1984.  He served in Vietnam, therefore, herbicide exposure is conceded.  A biopsy report dated June 7, 1984, diagnosed lung cancer.  VA letter dated November 19, 1986, denied service connection.  The veteran reopens his claim on May 15, 1996.  You decide to grant service connection for lung cancer because it was recognized as a disease associated with herbicide exposure on June 9, 1994.

Scenario 4

The veteran had honorable military service from January 21, 1966, to December 5, 1973.  He submitted a claim for service connection for Hodgkin's disease due to herbicide exposure on August 4, 1987, along with a doctor's statement noting he had symptoms indicative of Hodgkin's disease. The veteran served in Vietnam, therefore, herbicide exposure is conceded.  Subsequently, a biopsy report was received dated October 5, 1987, which diagnosed Hodgkin's disease.  The VA letter dated May 2, 1989, denied service connection.  VA reviews the file on May 6, 2004, due to ongoing litigation.  You grant service connection for Hodgkin's disease because it was recognized as a disease associated with herbicide exposure on February 3, 1994.

Scenario 5

The veteran had honorable military service from November 6, 1962, to December 12, 1982.  He submitted a claim for service connection for type 2 diabetes mellitus due to herbicide exposure on April 8, 1999.  He served in Vietnam, therefore, herbicide exposure is conceded.  Medical evidence dated February 17, 1987, established a diagnosis of type 2 diabetes mellitus.

The compensation claim was still pending when type 2 diabetes mellitus was recognized as a disability associated with herbicide exposure on May 8, 2001.

Scenario 6
The veteran submitted a claim for service connection for prostate cancer due to herbicide exposure on May 2, 1995.  He served in Vietnam, therefore, herbicide exposure is conceded. Testing revealed an elevated prostate-specific antigen (PSA) on April 5, 1995; however, a biopsy was negative for prostate cancer.  A biopsy report dated April 19, 1996, diagnosed prostate cancer.  The VA letter dated August 20, 1996, denied service connection.  VA reviewed the file on March 3, 2005, due to ongoing litigation.  You grant service connection because prostate cancer was recognized as a disability associated with herbicide exposure on November 7, 1996.

