GUIDANCE ON HAAS CLAIMS

March 13, 2009

Original, New, or Reopened Claims Involving Haas Issues Only

No EP credit should have been taken and an EP 335 should have been established per FL 06-26.

Action to take now:

· CEST appropriate EP with the “5” modifier (115, 015, 025, etc.) if the EP was not previously cleared for the Haas issue.
· Provide appropriate VCAA if the notice was not previously sent.

When VCAA time limit expires:

· Forward to the Rating Activity for a decision if no additional evidence to warrant development is submitted.

At time of promulgation:

· Take both EP credits (115, 015, 025, etc., and EP 335).
NOTE:  If the claimant submitted a non-Haas related claim separate and apart from any Haas claim, and the EP for that claim is still pending or has been cleared, the EP credit for the Haas claim is still warranted.
Claims Involving Haas Issues Previously Submitted With Non-Haas Issues 

EP credit should have previously been taken when the non-Haas issues were resolved.  VCAA for all issues should have previously been sent per FL 06-26.

Action to take now:

· Forward to the Rating Activity for a decision if no additional evidence to warrant development has been submitted.

At time of promulgation:

· Clear EP 335.

NOTE:  There is no additional EP credit warranted.

Appeals Involving Haas Issues

When entering pending Haas appeals into VACOLS, per FL 09-07, the actual date of the action being placed in VACOLS should be used (for example, the actual date of receipt of the Notice of Disagreement, or the actual date a Statement of the Case was sent to the claimant).

