Development of Claims Affected by the Haas Decision 
On February 6, 2009, Fast Letter 09-07, Haas v. Peake, was released to provide guidance on action required for all claims that have been affected by the Haas decision.  That guidance includes the requirement that all necessary development be completed if a veteran contends that he or she actually set foot in Vietnam, or served on its inland waterways, during active military service.  http://vbaw.vba.va.gov/bl/21/publicat/Letters/FL09/FL09-007.doc
Members of the C&P Training Staff and Quality Assurance Staff will conduct nationwide training on Friday, February 20th, regarding the development for in-country, or inland waterway, service.  In the interim, the following resources should be considered when undertaking development on the claims affected by the Haas decision:
Fast Letter 05-09, Requests for Navy Deck Logs - this Fast Letter provides guidance on how and where to develop for Navy Deck Logs.  It also includes the reasons for requesting Navy Deck Logs and what those records include.  http://vbaw.vba.va.gov/bl/21/publicat/Letters/FL05/FL05-009.doc
The Navy Historical Center Website includes information regarding Deck Log Policy and requirements for Navy Deck Log requests from the VA.      http://www.history.navy.mil/branches/org15-1.htm
Training Letter 04-02, CURR (now JSRRC) Stressor Verification Guide - although the title of this training letter indicates that the guidance contained therein is solely for the purpose of verifying stressors for PTSD claims, Appendix B of the Stressor Verification Guide attached includes information for the development of Navy Deck Logs, the purpose of Navy Deck Logs, and what information is contained in Navy Deck Logs.   However, submitting a JSRRC request should be considered a last resort after all other attempts to verify in-country, or inland waterway, service have been exhausted.  Proper PIES development for Vietnam Service and/or Herbicide Exposure must also have been completed with negative results.  http://vbaw.vba.va.gov/bl/21/publicat/Letters/TrngLtrs/TL04-02.doc  and   http://vbaw.vba.va.gov/bl/21/publicat/Letters/TrngLtrs/TL04-02A.doc 

Before taking development action on the affected claims that requires a response from another agency, local research attempts should be exhausted.  The Stressor Verification Site is an excellent source of military documents, including Vietnam Navy documents that may allow in-country service to be conceded without lengthy development actions being taken if information obtained from the veteran is complete.  Some Navy Deck Logs are also available on this site.  http://vbaw.vba.va.gov/bl/21/rating/stressor/general.htm
