	FDC Training – Enclosure 1
	October 1, 2013



The Notice 
Some key parts of the notice (Page 1 thru 6 for the VA Form 21-526EZ)
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NOTICE TO VETERAN OF EVIDENCE NECESSARY TO SUBSTANTIATE A CLAIM FOR
VETERANS DISABILITY COMPENSATION AND RELATED COMPENSATION BENEFITS

(This notice is applicable to veterans claims for: Disability Service Connection * Secondary Service Connection * Increased
Disability Compensation  Temporary Total Disability Rating * Individual Unemployability + Compensation under 38 U.S.C. 1151
« Special Monthly Compensation » Specially Adapted Housing/Special Home Adaptation * Automobile Allowance/Adaptive
Equipment + Benefits Based on a Veteran's Seriously Disabled Child)

Use this notice and the attached application to submit a claim for veterans disability compensation and related compensation benefits.
This notice informs you of the evidence necessary to substantiate your claim.

Want your claim processed faster? The Fully Developed Claim (FDC) Program s the fastest way to get your claim processed and
there is no risk to participate! To participate in the FDC Program, if you are making a claim for veterans disability compensation or
related compensation benefits, simply submit your claim in accordarice with the "FDC Criteria" shown below. If you are making a
claim for veterans non service-connected pension benefits, use VA Form 21-527EZ, Application for Pension. If you are making a
claim for survivor benefits, use VA Form 21-S34EZ, Application for DIC, Death Pension, and/or Accrued Benefis.
VA forms are available at www.va.gov/vaforms.



[image: image2.png]FDC Criteria (Claim(s) for Veterans Disability Compensation and Related Compensation Benefits)

1.| Submit your claim on a signed and completed VA Form 21-526EZ, Application for Disability Compensation and Related
Compensation Benefits (Attached).

2.| Submit simultaneously with your claim:

® AlL if any, relevant, private medical treatment records; AND
® An identification of any relevant treatment records available at a Federal facility, such as a VA medical center.

Special Circumstances

Under the special circumstances shown below, you must also submit simultaneously with your claim:

*  For Guard and Reserve members, any and all Service Treatment and Personnel Records in
the custody of your Unit(s)

* If claiming dependents, a completed VA Form 21-686¢, Declaration of Status of Dependents. If
claiming a ¢hild in school between the ages of 18 and 23, you mus also.submit 4 conpieted
VA Form 21-674, Request for Approval of School Attendance. If claiming benefits for a seriously
disabled (helpless) child, you must also submit all, relevant, private medical treatment records
pertaining to the child's pertinent disabilities

* If claiming Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), a completed VA Form 21-0781,
Statement in Support of Claim for Service Connection for Post-Traumatic Siress Disorder, or if claiming
PTSD based on personal assault, a completed VA Form 21-0781a, Statement in Support of Claim for
Service Conmection for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Secondary to Personal Assault

* If claiming Individual Unemployability, a completed VA Form 21-8940, Veteran's Application
Jor Increased Compensation Based on Unemployability, and a completed VA Form 21-4192, Request
“for Employment Information in Connection with Claim for Disability Benefits

* If claiming Specially Adapted Housing or Special Home Adaptation, a completed VA Form
26-4355, Application in Acquiring Specially Adapted Housing or Special Home Adaptation Grant

* If claiming Auto Allowance, a completed VA Form 21-4502, Application for Automobile or
Other Conveyance and Adaptive Equipment

* If claiming additional benefits because you or your spouse require Aid and Aid Attendance,
a completed VA Form 21-2680, Examindtion for Housebound Status or Permanent Need for
Regular Aid and Attendance, ot if claiming Aid and Attendance based on nursing home attendance, a
VA Form 21-0779, Request for Nursing Home Information in Connection with Claim for Aid and
Attendance.
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VA will: VA will:
« Retrieve relevant records from a Federal facility, such as + Retrieve relevant records from a Federal facility such as
a VA medical center, that you adequately identify and a VA medical center, that you adequately identify and
authorize VA to obtain authorize VA to obtain

* Provide a medical examination for you, or get a medical Provide a medical examination for you, or get a medical

O{Ji_nion, if we determine it is necessary to decide your oFimon, if we determine it is necessary to decide your
claim claim

Make every reasonable effort fo obtain relevant records
not held by a Federal facility that you adequately identify
and authorize VA to obtain. Thesé may include records
from State or local governments and privately held
evidence and information you tell us about, such as
private doctor or hospital fecords from curfent or former
employers
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Disability Service Connection

To support a claim for service connection, the evidence must show:

+ You had an injury in service, or a disease that began in or was made permanently worse
during service, of there was an event in service that caused an injury or disease; AND
+ You have a current physical or mental disability. This may be shown by medical evidence or by lay
evidence of persistent and recurrent symptoms of disability that are visible or observable; AND
+ A relationship exists between your current disability and an injury, disease, symptoms, or event in
service. This may be shown by medical records or medical opinions or, in certain cases, by lay evidence.
However, under certain circumstances, VA may presume that certain current disabilities were caused
by service, even if there is no specific evidence proving this in your particular claim. The cause of a
disability is presumed for the following veterans who have certain diseases:
« Former prisoners of war;
+ Veterans who have certain chronic or tropical diseases that become evident within a specific period
of time after discharge from service;
« Veterans who were exposed to ionizing radiation, mustard gas, or Lewisite while in service;
« Veterans who were exposed to certain herbicides, such as by serving in Vietnam; or
+ Veterans who served in the Southwest Asia theater of operations during the Gulf War.
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See the evidence table titled...

You have a disability that was caused or aggravated by your service | Disability Service Connection

Your service connected disability caused or aggravated an Secondary Service Connection
additional disability

. o Increased Disability Compensation
Your service connected disability has worsened

Your service connected disability caused you to be hospitalized | Temporary Total Disability Rating
or to undergo surgery or other treatment

Your service connected disability(ies) prevents you from getting or |Individual Unemployability
keeping substantial employment

You have a disability caused or aggravated by VA medical Compensation Under 38 U.S.C. 1151
treatment, vocational rehabilitation, or compensated work therapy

Your service connected disabilit %(les) causes you to be in need of | Special Monthly Compensation

aid and attendance or to be confined fo your residence
If you are claiming benefits... See the evidence table titled...

For adapting and/or purchasing a residence Special Adapted Housing or Special Home Adaptation
For adapting and/or purchasing a vehicle “Auto Allowance
Because your spouse Is severely disabled

Special Monthly Compensation
Because your child is severely disabled Helpless Child
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If we grant your claim, the beginning date of your entitlement or increased entitlement to benefits will generally be based on the
following factors:

+ When we received your claim, OR
+ When the evidence shows a level of disability that supports a certain rating under the rating schedule

If VA received your claim within one year of your separation from the military, entitlement will be from the day following the
date of your separation.

HOW VA DETERMINES THE DISABILITY RATING

When we find disabilities to be service-connected, we assign a disability rating. That rating can be changed if there

are changes in your condition. Depending on the disability involved, we will assign a rating from 0 percent to as

much as 100 percent. VA uses a schedule for evaluating disabilities that is published as title 38, Code of Federal Regulations,
Part 4. In rare cases, we can assign a disability level other than the levels found in the schedule for a specific condition if your
impairment is not adequately covered by the schedule.

We consider evidence of the following in determining disability rating:
+ Nature and symptoms of the condition;
+ Severity and duration of the symptoms; AND
+ Impact of the condition and symptoms on employment.

Examples of evidence that you should tell us about or give to us that may affect how we assign a disability evaluation include the
following:

Information about on-going treatment records, including VA or other Federal treatment records, you have not
previously told us about;

Social Security determinations;

Statements from employers as fo job performance, lost time, or other information regarding how your

condition(s) affect your ability to work; OR

Statements discussing your disability symptoms from people who have witnessed how the the symptoms affect you




Special Circumstances


Please note: Additional forms may be needed depending on the claim you are filling (Example: VA Form 21-0781 is need for a claim for PTSD).





FDC Criteria


Please note:  The Veteran must sign the VA Form 21-526ez





Evidence and What the Evidence Must Show





List the differences between the FDC Program and Standard Claim Process








