
The following outline describes decorations awarded for participation in actual combat. The list is divided in half; the first part is devoted to decorations awarded to individual members of the Armed Forces, the second covers awards issued to the combat unit as a whole. Following each of these descriptions is a brief explanation of the appurtenances awarded for subsequent issues of the same decoration, or issued to show that a given decoration was presented for valor or heroism in combat. Included in the first of these sections is a list of service medals which, when issued in conjunction with service stars and/or bronze arrowheads, denote combat participation.

Individual Decorations Denoting Combat Participation

1. Medal of Honor

The Medal of Honor is awarded by the President in the name of Congress to a person who, while a member of the Armed Forces, distinguished oneself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of one's life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force; or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party. The deed performed must have been one of personal bravery or self-sacrifice so conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the individual above one's comrades and must have involved risk of life.

2. Distinguished Service Cross

The Distinguished Service Cross is awarded to a person who, while serving in any capacity with the Army, distinguished oneself by extraordinary heroism, not justifying the award of a Medal of Honor; while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States; while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing/foreign force or engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party. The act or acts of heroism must have been so notable and have involved risk of life so extraordinary as to set the individual apart from one's comrades.

3. Navy Cross

The Navy Cross is awarded to a person who, while serving in any capacity with the Navy or Marine Corps, distinguishes oneself by extraordinary heroism not justifying the award of the Medal of honor; while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States; while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign forces; or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party. To warrant this distinctive decoration, the act or the execution of duty must be performed in the presence of great danger or at great personal risk and must be performed in such a manner as to set the individual apart from shipmates or fellow Marines. An accumulation of minor acts of heroism does not justify the award. The high standards demanded must be borne in mind when recommending the award.

4. Air Force Cross

The Air Force Cross is awarded to U.S. and foreign military and civilian personnel by the Department of the Air Force. This award is given for extraordinary heroism, not justifying the award of Medal of Honor, while serving in any capacity with the Air Force; while engaged in an action against an enemy of the U.S; while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force; or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing force in which the U.S. is not a belligerent party.

5. Silver Star

The Silver Star is awarded to a person who while serving in any capacity with the Armed Forces, is cited for gallantry in action against an enemy of the United States while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force, or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party. The required gallantry, while of a lesser degree than that required for award of the Medal of Honor or Distinguished Service Cross, must nevertheless have been performed with marked distinction.

6. Distinguished Flying Cross

a. Army ‑ The Distinguished Flying Cross is awarded to any person who, while serving in any capacity with the Army of the United States, distinguished oneself by heroism or extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight. The performance of the act of heroism must be evidenced by voluntary action above and beyond the call of duty. The extraordinary achievement must have resulted in an accomplishment so exceptional and outstanding as to clearly set the individual apart from one's comrades or from other persons in similar circumstances. Awards will be made only to recognize single acts of heroism or extraordinary achievement and will not be made in recognition of sustained operational activities against an armed enemy. Bronze "V" device is worn by Navy and Marine Corps personnel to denote valor.

b. Air Force ‑ Awarded to U.S. and foreign military personnel in actual combat in support of operations. It is awarded for heroism or extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight while serving in any capacity with the Air Force. Both heroism and achievement must be entirely distinctive, involving operations that are not routine.

c. Navy ‑ Awarded to any person who, while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Navy or the U.S. Marine Corps, distinguishes himself by heroism or extraordinary achievement while participating in an aerial flight. To justify this decoration for heroism, an act in the face of danger, well above those actions performed by others engaged in similar flight operations, is required for achievement; the results accomplished must be so exceptional as to render them conspicuous among those accomplished by others involved in similar circumstances. The Combat Distinguishing Device is authorized for valor (heroism).

7. Bronze Star Medal (Merit or Valor)

The Bronze Star Medal is awarded to any person who, while serving in any capacity in or with the Armed Forces of the United States after December 6, 1941, distinguished oneself by heroism or meritorious achieve​ment or service, not involving participation in aerial flight, in connection with military operations against an armed enemy or while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party. The Bronze "V" device is worn to denote valor. (Without the “V” device, this award is NOT considered a verified stressor for PTSD purposes.)

8. Air Medal (Merit or Valor)

The Air Medal is awarded to any person who, while serving in any capacity in or with the United States Army, shall have distinguished themselves by meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight. Award may be made to recognize single acts of merit or heroism. The bronze "V" device is worn to denote valor. (Without the “V” device, this award is NOT considered a verified stressor for PTSD purposes.) For sustained aerial activity, the Air Medal was awarded according to the following criteria:

· Assault Helicopter Co. -  25 hours  +  25 missions

· Combat Support Avn. Co. - 50 hours + 50 missions (sky cranes, resupply, medivac, etc.)

· Administrative Aircraft - 100 hours + 100 missions (military intel, Signal Co., etc.)

· Airmobile Infantry  -  25 combat assault missions

9. Purple Heart

a. The Purple Heart is awarded in the name of the President of the United States to any member of an Armed Force or any civilian national of the United States who, while serving under competent authority in any capacity with one of the U.S. Armed Services after April 5, 1917, has been wounded, or killed, or who has died or may hereafter die after being wounded:

1) in any action against an enemy of the United States;

2) in any action with an opposing armed force of a foreign country in which the Armed Forces of the United States are or have been engaged;

3) while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party;

4) as a result of an act of any such enemy or opposing armed forces;

5) as the result of an act of any hostile foreign force;

6) after March 28, 1973, as a result of an international terrorist attack against the United States or a foreign nation friendly to the United States, recognized as such an attack by the Army, or jointly by the separate armed service concerned if persons from more than one service are wounded in attack, or,

7) after March 28, 1973, as a result of military operations while serving outside the territory of the United States as part of a peace-keeping force.

b. A Purple Heart is authorized for the first wound suffered under conditions indicated on the previous page, but for each subsequent award, an Oak Leaf Cluster shall be awarded in lieu of a second (or subsequent) medal to be worn on the original medal or ribbon. Not more than one award will be made for more than one wound or injury received at the same instant or from the same missile, force, explosion, or agent. 

c. For the purpose of considering an award of this decoration, a "wound" is defined as an injury to any part of the body from an outside force or agent sustained under one or more of the conditions listed above. A physical lesion is not required, provided the concussion or other form of injury is directly due to enemy, opposing armed force, or hostile foreign force action. It is not intended that such strict interpretation of the requirement for the wound/injury to be caused by direct result of hostile action be taken which would preclude the award being made to deserving personnel. For example, in a case such as an individual injured while making a parachute landing from an aircraft that had been brought down by enemy fire, or an individual injured as a result of a vehicle accident caused by enemy fire, the decision will be made in favor of the individual and the award will be made.

d. A wound for which the award is made must have required treatment by a medical officer, and records of medical treatment for wounds or injuries received in action as described above must have been made a matter of official record.

e. A Purple Heart medal will be issued to the next of kin of each person entitled to a posthumous award. Issue will be made automatically by the Commanding General MILPERCEN (TAPA) upon receiving a report of death indicating entitlement.

10. Joint Service Commendation Medal (Merit or Valor)

The Joint Service Commendation Medal is awarded for outstanding performance of duty or meritorious achievement while assigned to a Joint Staff or Joint activity of the operation of defenses. The Bronze "V" device is worn to denote valor. (Without the “V” device, this award is NOT considered a verified stressor for PTSD purposes.)
11. Army Commendation Medal (Merit or Valor)

The Army Commendation Medal is awarded to any member of the Armed Forces of the United States who, while serving in any capacity with the Army after December 6, 1941, distinguishes themselves by heroism, meritorious achievement or meritorious service. Award may be made to a member of the Armed Forces of a friendly foreign nation who, after June 1, 1962, distinguishes themselves by an act of heroism, extraordinary achievement, or meritorious service which has been of mutual benefit to a friendly nation and the United States. (Without the “V” device, this award is NOT considered a verified stressor for PTSD purposes.)
a. Awards may be made for acts of valor performed under circumstances described above which are of lesser degree than required for award of the Bronze Star Medal. These acts may involve aerial flight.

b. An award may be made for acts of noncombatant related heroism which do not meet the requirements for an award of the Soldier's Medal.

c. The Army Commendation Medal will not be awarded to general officers.

12. Navy Commendation Medal (Merit or Valor)

The Navy Commendation Medal is awarded to a person who, while serving in any capacity with the Navy or Marine Corps (including foreign military personnel and members of U.S. Reserve Components on active or inactive duty), distinguishes themselves after December 6, 1941, by heroic or meritorious achievement or service. (Without the “V” device, this award is NOT considered a verified stressor for PTSD purposes.) To merit this award, the acts or services must be accomplished or performed in a manner above that normally to be expected and sufficient to distinguish the individual above those performing similar services, as set forth in the following:

a. For Acts of Heroism: Worthy of special recognition, but not to the degree required for the Bronze Star Medal when combat is involved or the Navy and Marine Corps Medal when combat is not involved.

b. For Meritorious Achievement:  Outstanding and worthy of special recognition, but not to the degree required for the Bronze Star Medal or Air Medal when combat is involved or the Meritorious Service Medal or Air Medal when combat is not involved. The achievement should be such as to constitute a definite contribution to the naval service, such as an invention, or improvement in design, procedure, or organization.

c. For Meritorious Service Outstanding and worthy of special recognition, but not to the degree required for the Bronze Star Medal or Air Medal when combat is involved or the Meritorious Service Medal or Air Medal when combat is not involved. The award may cover an extended period of time during which a higher award may have been recommended or received for specific act(s). The criteria, however, should not be the period of service involved, but rather the circumstances and conditions under which the service was performed. The performance should be well above that usually expected of an individual commensurate with the grade or rate, and above that degree of excellence which can be appropriately reflected in the individual's fitness report or personnel record.

d. Combat Distinguishing Device: The Combat Distinguishing Device is authorized for valor (heroism).

13. Air Force Commendation Medal

The Air Force Commendation Medal is awarded to U.S. and foreign military personnel below the grade of brigadier general. It is presented for outstanding achievement or meritorious service rendered specific​ally on behalf of the Air Force. Acts of courage that do not meet the requirements for award of the Airman's Medal or Bronze Star Medal, and sustained meritorious performance by crew members may be considered for award of the Air Force Commendation Medal.

14. Navy Expeditionary Medal

Awarded to personnel of the Navy who shall have actually landed on foreign territory and engaged in operations against armed opposition, or operated under circumstances which after full consideration shall be deemed to merit special recognition and for which service no campaign medal has been awarded. Only personnel, who at some time during the respective periods shown, actually participated in the given operation are eligible for the Navy Expeditionary Medal. 

This includes personnel attached to a squadron or unit embarked in a ship during the period for which that ship is listed as eligible. Members of rear echelons, transients, observers, and personnel assigned for short periods of TAD (temporary additional duty) or training duty are normally not eligible for the award. However, consideration will be given in those instances where the local commander certifies to a particular and significant contribution by an individual. Such certification should be submitted to the Chief of Naval Operations or Commandant of the Marine Corps as appropriate for Navy and Marine Corps personnel respectively, via the Fleet Commander who exercised operational control in the area involved. The Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) maintains a list of eligible ships/units.

Wake Island Clasp and Silver "W" Device: Navy personnel who served in the defense of Wake Island, December 7, 1941, to December 22, 1941, are authorized to wear a clasp inscribed Wake Island on the suspension ribbon of the large medal, and a silver “W” on the ribbon bar.

Bronze Star: A bronze star 3/16 inch in diameter is authorized to be worn (two points down) on the suspension ribbon of the medal and on the ribbon bar for participation in each subsequent expedition.

15. Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal

Awarded to personnel of the Marine Corps who fulfill the same service requirements as would qualify Navy personnel for the Navy Expeditionary Medal. The Commandant of the Marine Corps maintains a list of authorized expeditions.

Wake Island Clasp and Silver "W" Device -- Authorized for Marine Corps personnel under the same conditions as for the Navy Expeditionary Medal.

16. Combat Action Ribbon

a. Awarded to members of the Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard (when the Coast Guard or units thereof operate under the control of the Navy), in the grade of captain/colonel and junior thereto, who have actively participated in ground or surface combat. Personnel who earned the Combat Infantryman Badge while a member of the U.S. Army may be authorized to wear the Combat Action Ribbon upon submission of evidence, to his commanding officer, of having earned the Combat Infantryman Badge.

b. The principal eligibility criterion is that the individual must have participated in a bona fide ground or surface combat fire fight or action during which he was under enemy fire and his performance while under fire must have been satisfactory. The following amplifying remarks are furnished as guidance:

(1) Personnel in riverine and coastal operations, assaults, patrols, sweeps, ambushes, convoys, amphibious landings, and similar activities who have participated in fire fights are eligible.

(2) Personnel assigned to areas subjected to sustained mortar and artillery attacks and who have actively participated in retaliatory or offensive actions are eligible.

(3) Personnel in clandestine or special operations such as Underwater Demolition Team (UDT), reconnaissance, and SEAL teams are eligible when the risk of enemy fire was great and was expected to be encountered.

(4) Personnel aboard a ship are eligible when the safety of the ship and the crew were endangered by enemy attack, such as a ship hit by mine or a ship engaged by shore, surface, air or sub‑surface elements.

(5) Personnel eligible for the award of the Purple Heart would not necessarily qualify for the Combat Action Ribbon.

(6) The Combat Action Ribbon will not be awarded to personnel for aerial combat since the Strike/Flight Air Medal provides recognition for aerial combat exposure; however, a pilot or crew member forced to escape or evade after being forced down could be eligible for the award.

c. Operations: An individual whose eligi​bility has been established is authorized the award of the Combat Action Ribbon. Only one award per operation is authorized. For personnel who qualify in two or more operations, subsequent awards will be indicated by the use of a Gold Star on the ribbon.

17. Parachute Badge with Bronze Service Star
Any individual must have satisfactorily completed the prescribed proficiency tests while assigned or attached to an airborne unit or the Airborne Department of the Infantry School or have participated in at least one combat parachute jump as follows:

a. A member of an organized force carrying out an assigned tactical mission for which the unit was credited with an airborne assault landing by the theater commander; or

b. while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force; or

c. while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party. The bronze service star is also affixed to the parachutist badge to denote participation in a combat parachute jump, retroactive to December 7, 1941.

18. Combat Infantryman Badge

a. Eligibility requirements

(1) An individual must be an infantry officer in the grade of colonel or below, or an enlisted man or a warrant officer with infantry MOS, who subsequent to December 6, 1941, has satisfactorily performed duty while assigned or attached as a member of an infantry unit of brigade, regimental, or smaller size during any period such unit was engaged in active ground combat. Battle participation credit alone is not sufficient; the unit must have been in active ground combat with the enemy during the period. 

Awards may be made to assigned members of ranger infantry companies assigned or attached to tactical infantry organizations. They may also be made to members of the U.S. Army who are colonels or below and were assigned under appropriate orders for service in the Republic of Vietnam, Laos, and the Dominican Republic during the dates specified and under the criteria listed in b through d below.

(2) Awards will not be made to general officers or to members of headquarters companies of units larger in size than brigades.

(3) Any officer whose basic branch is other than infantry who, under appropriate orders, has commanded an infantry unit of brigade, regimental, or smaller size of at least 30 consecutive days is deemed to have been detailed in infantry and is eligible for the award of the Combat Infantryman Badge notwithstanding absence of a written directive detailing him in the infantry, provided all other requirements for such award have been met. Orders directing the individual to assume command will be confirmed in writing at the earliest practicable date. In addition, any officer, warrant officer, or enlisted man whose branch is other than infantry, who under appro​priate orders, was assigned to advise a unit listed in b (1) and (2) below, or who was assigned as a member of a White Star Mobile Training Team or a member of Military Advisory Assistance Group (MAAG) ‑Laos as indicated in c (1) below and above, will be eligible for this award provided all other requirements for such award have been met.

(4) One award or the Combat Infantryman Badge is authorized to each individual for each separate war in which the requirements prescribed have been met. Second and third awards are indicated by superimposing 1 and 2 stars respectively, centered at the top or the badge between the points of the oak wreath.

(5) Only one award of the Combat Infantryman Badge is authorized for service in Vietnam, Laos, the Dominican Republic, Korea (subsequent to July 27, 1954) and Grenada, regardless of whether an individual has served one or more tours in one or more of these areas.

(6)  Noncommissioned officers serving as Command Sergeants Major or infantry battalions and brigades for periods of at least 30 consecutive days in a combat zone are eligible for award of the Combat Infantryman Badge provided all other requirements for such award have been met. This authority is retroactive to December 1, 1967, for service in Vietnam and January 4, 1969, for service in Korea.

b. Republic of Vietnam:


a. Subsequent to March 1, 1961:

1) Must have been assigned as advisor to an infantry unit, ranger unit, infantry type unit of the civil guard of regimental or smaller size, and/or infantry type unit of the self-defense corps unit of regimental or smaller size of the Vietnamese government during any period such unit was engaged in actual ground combat.

2) Must have been assigned as advisor of an irregular force comparable to the above infantry units under similar conditions.

3) The recipient must have been personally resent and under fire while serving in an assigned primary duty as a member of a tactical advisory team while the unit participated in ground combat.

              b. Subsequent to May 24, 1965:

 Personnel serving in U.S. units must meet the requirements of a (1) above. Individuals who performed liaison duties with the Royal Thai Army or the Army of the Republic of Korea combat units in Vietnam are eligible for award of this badge provided that all other requirements for the badge are met. Authority is retroactive to October 17, 1967.

c. Laos:  From April 19, 1961, to October 6, 1962.
(1) Must have been assigned as a member of a White Star Mobile Training Team while the team was attached to or working with a unit of regimental (groupement mobile) or similar size of Forces Armee du Royaume (FAR), or with irregular type force of regimental or smaller size.

(2) Must have been a member of a Military Advisory Assistance Group (MAAG)‑Laos assigned as an advisor to a region/zone of FAR or while serving with irregular type forces of regimental size or smaller size.

(3) must have been personally under hostile fire while assigned as specified in (1) or (2) above.

d. Korea:  Subsequent to January 4, 1969

1) Must have served in the hostile fire area at least 60 days and be authorized hostile fire pay.

2) Must have been assigned to an infantry unit of company or smaller size, and must be an infantry officer in the grade of captain or lower, or in the case of warrant officer and enlisted men must have an infantry MOS. In the case of any officer whose basic branch is other than infantry who, under appropriate orders, has commanded an infantry unit or company of smaller size for at least 30 days, the award may be made providing that all other requirements contained herein have been met.

3) Must have been engaged with the enemy in the hostile fire area or in active ground combat involving an exchange of small arms fire at least five times.

4) Must be recommended personally by each commander in the chain of command and approved at division level. If killed or wounded as a direct result of overt enemy action he must be recommended personally by each commander in the chain of command and approved at division level. In the case of infantrymen killed by enemy action, the requirement for the incident to have taken place in the hostile fire area, including the 60‑day requirement (1) above, will be waived. In the case of individuals wounded, even though outside the hostile fire area, the five engagements requirement and the 60‑day requirement may be waived when it can be clearly established that the wound was a direct result of overt hostile action.

e. Grenada:  from October 22, 1983, to November 21, 1983. Individual must meet criteria prescribed in (1) and (2) above.

19. Combat Medical Badge

a. Eligibility Requirement

A member of the Army Medical Department (colonels and below), the Naval Medical Department (captains or below), or the Air Force Medical Service (colonels and below), assigned or attached to the Army, must have satisfactorily performed medical duties subsequent to 6 December 1941 while assigned or attached to a medical unit of company or smaller size organization in direct support of an infantry unit of brigade, regimental, or smaller size, during any period the infantry unit was engaged in active ground combat. Battle participation credit is not sufficient, the infantry unit must have been in contact with the enemy.

A member of the Army Medical Department (colonels and below), the Naval Medical Department (captains or below), or the Air Force Medical Service (colonels or below), assigned or attached to the Army serving the Republic of Vietnam and Laos during the dates specified and under the criteria listed in b and c below.

One award of the medical badge is authorized to each individual for each war in which the requirements in (1) and (2) above and (b) through (e) below, are met. Successive awards are indicated by superimposing stars on the badge as follows: second award: one star at the top center above the cross; third award: two stars, one at the top center above the cross and one at the bottom center of the wreath.

Only one award of the Combat Medical Badge is authorized for service in Vietnam, Laos, the Dominican Republic, Korea (subsequent to July 27, 1954), and Grenada, regardless of whether an individual has served one or more tours in one or more of these areas.

b. Republic of Vietnam


(1) Subsequent to March 1, 1961.

a) Person must have been assigned to a Vietnamese unit engaged in actual ground combat or as a member of US Army unit or detachment, including Special Forces detachments, serving with a Republic of Vietnam unit engaged in actual ground combat.

b) The Republic of Vietnam unit must have been of regimental size or smaller, and either an infantry unit, ranger unit, infantry-type unit of the civil guard, infantry-type unit of the self-defense corps or of the irregular forces.

c) Must have been personally under hostile fire while assigned as specified in (a) and (b) above. Individuals who performed liaison duties with the Royal Thai Army or the Army of the Republic of Korea combat units in Vietnam are eligible for award of this badge provided that all other requirements for the badge are met. Authority retroactive to October 17, 1967.

c. Laos:  From April 19, 1961, to October 6, 1962.

Must have been assigned as a member of a White Star Mobile Training Team while the team was attached to or working with a unit of regimental (groupment mobile) or smaller size of FAR, or with irregular-type forces of regimental or smaller size.

Must have been a member of MAAG-Laos assigned as an advisor to a region-zone of FAR, or while serving with irregular-type forces of regimental or smaller size.

Must have been personally under hostile fire while assigned as specified in (1) or (2) above.

d. Dominican Republic:  From April 28, 1965, to September 21, 1966. Individual must meet criteria prescribed in (a)(1) above.

e. Korea:  Subsequent to January 1, 1969.
(1) Must have served in the hostile fire area at least 60 days and be authorized hostile fire pay.

(2) Must have satisfactorily performed medical duties while assigned or attached to a medical unit of an infantry unit of brigade, regimental or smaller size, or as a member of the medical platoon or an infantry or airborne brigade headquarters company. Must have been physically present during any period in which the infantry unit was engaged in active ground combat involving an exchange of small arms fire at least five times.

(3) Must be recommended personally by each commander in the chain of command and approved at division level or killed as a direct result of overt action. In the case of medical personnel killed by enemy action the requirement for at least five engagements (2) above and the requirement for the incident to have taken place in the hostile fire including the 60 day requirement (1) above will be waived. In the case of individuals wounded, even though outside the hostile fire area, the fire engage​ments requirement and the 60 day requirement may be waived when it can be clearly established that the wound was a direct result of overt hostile action.

f. Grenada. From October 1983 to 21 November 1983. Individual must meet criteria prescribed in (1) above.

20. Combat Action Badge

Service members may be eligible for the Combat Action Badge if they

· Performed assigned duties in an area where hostile fire pay or imminent danger pay is authorized;

· Were personally present and actively engaged or were engaged by the enemy; and
· Performed satisfactorily in accordance with the prescribed rules of engagement.
The Combat Action Badge is similar to the Combat Infantryman Badge except that it is awarded to service members who have a military occupational specialty other than infantry or Special Forces. 

Appurtenances for Individual Awards
1. Oak Leaf Cluster

A bronze or silver twig of four oak leaves with three acorns on the stem, 13/32 inch long for the suspension ribbon, and 5/16 inch long for the service ribbon bar and the unit award emblem is issued to denote award of second and succeeding awards of decorations (other than the Air Medal), the National Defense Service Medal, the Army Reserve Components Achievement Medal and unit awards. A Silver Oak Leaf Cluster is issued to be worn in lieu of five bronze Oak Leaf Clusters.

2. Bronze and Silver Stars
On United States Navy decorations, bronze and silver stars are worn to denote second and subsequent awards in the same manner as the Oak Leaf Cluster is worn on Army and Air Force decorations.

3. Numerals
Arabic numerals 3/16 inches in height are issued in lieu of a medal or ribbon for second and succeeding awards of the Air Medal. The ribbon denotes the first award and numerals starting with the numeral 1 denote the number of additional awards.

4. "V" Device

The "V" device is a bronze block letter, V, 1/4 inch high with serifs at the top of the members. It is worn to denote participation in acts of heroism involving conflict with an armed enemy. It was originally worn only on the suspension and service ribbons of the Bronze Star Medal to denote an award made for heroism (Valor). Effective February 29, 1964, the "V" device was also authorized for wear on the Air Medal and Army Commendation Medal for heroic acts or valorous deeds not warranting awards of the Distinguished Flying Cross or the Bronze Star Medal with "V" device. Effective June 25, 1963, the "V" device was authorized additionally for wear on the Joint Service Commendation Medal for acts or services involving direct participation in combat operations.

5. Arrowhead

The arrowhead is a bronze replica of an Indian arrowhead 1/4 inch high. It denotes participation in a combat parachute jump, combat glider landing, or amphibious assault landing, while assigned or attached as a member of an organized force carrying out an assigned tactical mission. It is worn on the service and suspension ribbons of the Asiatic‑Pacific Campaign, European‑African‑Middle Eastern Campaign, Korean Service, and Vietnam service Medals and Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal.

6. Service Star

The service star is a bronze or silver five pointed star 3/16 inch in diameter. A silver star is worn in lieu of five bronze service stars. 3/16 inch stars are authorized for optional purchase and wear on service ribbons. The bronze service star is also affixed to the parachutist badge to denote partici​pation in a combat parachute jump, retroactive to December 7, 1941.

a) On the service ribbon of the World War I Victory Medal, one bronze service star denotes possession of each battle clasp. No star denotes possession of a service clasp.

b) Possession of a Foreign Service clasp is denoted by wearing a bronze service star on the service ribbon.

c) Awarded for combat service within the American Theater, one bronze service star for the antisubmarine campaign. The individual must have been assigned or attached to and present for duty with a unit credited with the campaign.

d) Awarded for combat service within the Asiatic‑Pacific Theater, one bronze service star for each campaign. The individual must meet one of the following conditions:

1) Assigned or attached to, and present for duty with a unit during the period in which it participated in combat.

2) Under orders in the combat zone and, in addition, meets any of the following requirements:

3) Awarded a combat decoration.

4) Furnished a certificate by a commanding general of a corps or higher unit or independent force that he actually participated in combat.

5) Served at a normal post of duty (as contrasted to occupying the status of an inspector, observer, or visitor).

6) Aboard a vessel other than in a passenger status and furnished a certificate by the home port commander of the vessel that he served in the combat zone.

7) Was an evader or escapee in the combat zone or recovered from prisoner of war status in the combat zone during the time limitations of the campaign. Prisoners of war will be accorded credit for the time spent in confinement or while otherwise in restraint under enemy control.

e. Awarded for combat service within the European‑African Middle Eastern Theater, one bronze service star for each campaign. The individual must meet any of the requirements set forth in d above.

f. Awarded for combat service within the Korean Theater between June 27, 1950, and July 27, 1953, one bronze service star for each campaign under any of the following conditions:

1) Assigned or attached to and present for duty with a unit during the period in which it participated in combat.

2) Under orders in the combat zone, in addition, meets any of the following requirements:

a. Awarded a combat decoration.

b. Furnished a certificate by a command​ing general of a corps, higher unit, or independent force that he actually participated in combat.

c. Served at a normal post of duty (as contrasted to occupying the status of an inspector, observer, or visitor).

d. Aboard a vessel other than in a passenger status and furnished a certificate by the home port commander of the vessel that he served in a combat zone.

3) Was an evader or escapee in the combat zone or recovered from a prisoner of war status in the combat zone during the time limitations of the campaign. Prisoners of war will be accorded credit for the time spent in confinement or while otherwise in restraint under enemy control.

g. One bronze service star will be worn for each subsequent award of the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal in lieu of an additional award.

h. Awarded for combat service in Vietnam. One bronze service star for each campaign under any of the following conditions:

Assigned or attached to and present for duty with a unit during the period which it participated in combat.

Under orders in the combat zone and, in addition, meets any of the following requirements:

Awarded a combat decoration.

Furnished a certificate by a commanding general of a corps, higher unit or independent force that he actually participated in combat.

Served at a normal post of duty (as contrasted to occupying the status of an inspector, observer, or visitor).

Aboard a vessel other than in a passenger status and furnished a certificate by the home port commander of the vessel that he served in the combat zone.

Was an evader or escapee in the combat zone or recovered from a prisoner of war status in the combat zone during the time limitations of the campaign. Prisoners of war will be accorded credit for the time spent in confinement or while otherwise in restraint under enemy control.

7. Fleet Marine Force Operations Insignia

Used by Naval personnel instead of stars to denote participation in specific campaigns while attached to the Fleet Marine Force.

Unit Level Decorations Denoting Combat Participation

1. Presidential Unit Citation

a) Army. Effective November 3, 1966, the Distinguished Unit Citation was redesigned as the Presidential Unit Citation (Army). The Presidential Unit Citation is awarded to units of the Armed Forces of the United States and cobelligerent nations for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy occurring on or after December 7, 1941. The unit must display such gallantry, determination and esprit de corps in accomplishing its mission under extremely difficult and hazardous conditions as to set it apart and above other units participating in the same campaign. The degree of heroism required is the same as that which would warrant award of a Distinguished Service Cross to an individual. Extended periods of combat duty or participation in a large number of operational missions, either ground or air, is not sufficient. This award will normally be earned by units which have participated in single or successive actions covering relatively brief time spans. It is not reasonable to presume that entire units can sustain Distinguished Service Cross performance for extended time periods except under the most unusual circumstances. Only on rare occasions will a unit larger than battalion qualify for award of this decoration.

b) Navy. The Presidential Unit Citation (Navy) is awarded to units of the Armed Forces of the United States and cobelligerent nations for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy. The character of the action must be comparable to that which would merit award of a Navy Cross to an individual.

c) Air Force. The Presidential Unit Citation (Air Force) is awarded under the same criteria as that established for the Presidential Unit Citation (Army). The Air Force award was derived from the Army award; consequently, the two awards are equal in precedence.

2. Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with “V” Device

The Air Force Outstanding Unit Award is awarded to units, normally not larger than a wing, which have distinguished themselves by exceptionally meritorious achievement or meritorious service in support of military operations (heroism may be involved, but is not essential) or by exceptionally meritorious achievement or service of great national or inter​national significance not involving combat operations against an enemy. 

In all instances, the achievement or service must be of such a nature as to clearly set the unit above and apart from similar units. When the award is made to a unit for combat or direct combat support, a combat "V" device is authorized for the streamer, certificate, citation, and individual unit award emblem.

3. Air Force Organizational Excellence Award with “V” Device

The Air Force Organizational Excellence Award is awarded to organizations within larger organizations under the same criteria as that established for the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award. Eligible organizations are unique, unnumbered organizations or activities that perform staff functions as well as functions normally performed by numbered wings, groups, squadrons, or similar organizations. Organizations and activities assigned to staff agencies at departmental, major command, or separate operating agency level are not eligible for the award. When the award is made to an organization for combat support, a combat "V" device is authorized for the streamer (if authorized), certificate, citation, and individual unit award emblem.

4. Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Unit Citation Badge with Bronze Star

The unit citation of the Gallantry Cross is awarded by the Vietnamese government for various combat achievements. It is awarded with Bronze Star to a unit which is cited before a regiment/brigade. Although this decoration is given in four degrees, the bronze star denotes the smallest combat unit that can receive the Gallantry Cross.

5. Valorous Unit Award

The Valorous Unit Award is to be awarded to units of the Armed Forces of the United States for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy of the United States while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party for actions occurring on or after August 3, 1963. The Valorous Unit Award requires a lesser degree of gallantry, determination, and esprit de corps than that required for the Presidential Unit Citation. Nevertheless, the unit must have performed with marked distinction under difficult and hazardous conditions in accomplishing its missions so as to set it apart from the above other units participating in the same conflict. The degree of heroism required is the same as that which would warrant award of the Silver Star to an individual. Extended periods of combat duty or participation in a large number of operational missions, either ground or air, is not sufficient. The award will normally be earned by units which have participated in single or successive actions covering relatively brief time spans. It is not reasonable to presume that entire units can sustain valorous unit awards performance for extended periods except under the most unusual circumstances. Only on rare occasions will a unit larger than a battalion qualify for this award.

Appurtenances for Unit Awards
1. Oak Leaf Cluster

An Oak Leaf Cluster is authorized for wear for each additional award of the Presidential Unit Citation Valorous Unit Award, Meritorious Unit Commendation Award and the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award.

2. Citation Star

The Citation Star is authorized for wear only by personnel permanently authorized to wear the Presidential Unit Emblem. One Citation Star is worn on the emblem for each action in which a unit to which individuals were assigned, or permanently attached, and present for duty was awarded a Presidential Unit Citation. The Citation Star is a bronze five-pointed star, 3/16 inch in diameter.

3. Commendation Star

The Commendation Star is a bronze five-pointed star, 3/16 in diameter. It is authorized for wear on the Navy Unit Commendation Emblem for each additional Navy Unit Commendation received by a unit to which the individual was assigned, or permanently attached.

4. Arrowhead Device

a. Award of the bronze arrowhead may be made to units of the Army who, in the combat zone of a battle or campaign established by DA, either:

· Made a parachute jump into enemy held territory as a part of an organized force carrying out an assigned tactical mission, or

· Participated in the assault waves of an amphibious landing on enemy-held territory, or

· Made a helicopter landing in enemy-held territory as a part of an organized force carrying out assigned tactical missions.

b. The assault operation will be of such scope as to warrant DA designations as a battle or campaign and be of such magnitude as to include tactical elements of at least one other service. The forces committed should be spearheading a major assault into enemy-controlled territory. The operation will be such that the committed forces will ultimately control the area in which they have landed and not rely on immediate link-up with other forces of extrication after a hit-and-run type of mission.


