Quick Reference Guide to Ancillary Benefits


	Benefit
	References
	Notes
	VA Forms

	Automobile Allowance
	38 CFR 3.808

M21-1MR IX.i.2


	VA provides financial assistance in the purchase of one automobile or other conveyance for a veteran or service person that meets certain requirements.

VA is required to pay the benefit to the seller of the automobile.
	VA Form 21-4502, Application for Auto or Other Conveyance and Adaptive

Equipment

	Adaptive Equipment
	38 CFR 3.808(b)(4)

M21-1MR IX.i.2.1.C
	VA provides financial assistance for the purchase of equipment which must be part of or added to a conveyance manufactured for sale to the general public.
The veteran or service person who qualifies for an automobile allowance, also qualifies for adaptive equipment.  
	10-1394

(PDF)  Application for Adaptive Equip - Motor Vehicle  

	Clothing Allowance
	38 CFR 3.810

M21-1MR IX.i.7
	Special allowance paid to a veteran with a service-connected disability  (or disability compensable under 38 USC 1151) that requires a prosthetic or orthopedic device that wears out clothing or that uses medication for a skin condition that causes damage to outer garments

Annual payment paid at the end of August

Hospital (VHA) discloses if veteran meets eligibility. 

Rating decision (VBA) informs veteran of decision
	VA Form 10-8678, Application for Annual Clothing Allowance 

May claim more than one disability. 

	Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Service (VR&E)
	38 CFR 3.341(c)

M21-1MR IX. i.1.A
	Vocational Rehabilitation provides services and assistance to certain veterans with disabilities to get and keep a suitable job. If employment is not reasonably feasible, vocational rehabilitation may be able to provide services to support veterans with disabilities to achieve maximum independence in their daily living activities. Eligible veterans have service-connected (SC) disability (ies) of at least 10 percent with a serious handicap, or 20 percent with an employment handicap, and have been discharged or released from military service under other than dishonorable conditions. A service member pending medical separation from active duty may apply, but the disability rating must be at least 20 percent.
	Service Members Should Complete:
· VA Form 28-0588 (Memo Rating)

· VA Form 28-1900, (Disabled Veterans Application for Vocational Rehabilitation) 

· VA Form 28-8832

· (Education/Vocational Counseling Application) 


	Dependent Educational Assistance (Chapter 35) officially titled ‘Survivors' and Dependents' Educational Assistance Program.’

	38 CFR 3.807

M21-1MR III.iii.6.13.a
	The Dependents' Educational Assistance (DEA) program, commonly referred to as Chapter 35, provides educational assistance to the children, spouses, and surviving spouses of qualified veterans (and active duty service members. Processing a Chapter 35 claim requires a joint effort between the Regional Processing Office (RPO) in the jurisdiction of the educational institution the claimant is attending and the Regional Office (RO) that maintains the veteran's claim 
Nonduplication of benefits: payment of pension, compensation, or DIC may not be made concurrently with payment of DEA for a child who has attained the age of 18.
	VA Form 22-5490, Application for Survivor's and Dependents' Educational Assistance

	Restored Entitlement Program for Survivors, (REPS)
	38 CFR 3.812

M21-1MR IX.i..6


	The REPS program replaces certain Social Security benefits that the provisions of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 either reduced or terminated.

It is funded by the Department of Defense (DoD) and administered by Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) using a mixture of VA and Social Security Administration (SSA) eligibility criteria.

Benefits are payable to certain survivors of members or former members of the Armed Forces who died while on active duty prior to August 13, 1981, or who died from a disability incurred in or aggravated by active duty prior to August 13, 1981. Service in the Public Health Service or National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration does not qualify. Each RO should have a REPS liaison who will send completed applications to the St Louis RO for processing.
	VA Form 21-8924, Application of Surviving Spouse or Child for REPS Benefits


	The Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs(CHAMPVA)


	M21-1MR IX.i.4
	CHAMPVA is a medical program in which the VA is authorized to pay medical claims for qualified dependents or survivors of veterans. CHAMPVA is managed by the VA’s Healthcare Administration Center in Denver, Colorado
	VA Form 10-10D, Application for CHAMPVA Benefits


	Loan Guaranty Eligibility 
	38 CFR 3.805

M21-1MR IX.i.5.A
	VA home loan guaranties are issued to help eligible service members, veterans, reservists and unmarried surviving spouses obtain homes, condominiums, residential cooperative housing units, and manufactured homes, and to refinance loans. A VA guaranty helps protect lenders from loss if the borrower fails to repay the loan. In addition to the periods of eligibility and conditions of service requirements, applicants must have a good credit rating, sufficient income, a valid Certificate of Eligibility (COE), and agree to live in the property in order to be approved by a lender for a VA home loan. The Eligibility Center (EC) in Winston-Salem is responsible for processing applications for loan guaranty benefits that are received through the mail.
	Veteran/Service Member:  VA Form 26-1880, Request for a Certificate of Eligibility for VA Home Loan Benefits

Surviving Spouse:  VA Form 26-1817, Request for Determination of Loan Guaranty Eligibility – Unmarried Surviving Spouse

26-8937 Verification of VA Benefits, for determination of “VA Waiver” of funding fee.

	Specially adapted housing (SAH) 
	38 CFR 3.809

M21-1MR IX.i.3

38 CFR 3.809(a)
	Veterans or service members who have specific service-connected disabilities may be entitled to a grant from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for the purpose of constructing an adapted home or modifying an existing home to meet their adaptive needs.  The goal of the Specially Adapted Housing (SAH) Grant Program is to provide a barrier-free living environment that affords the veterans or service members a level of independent living he or she may not normally enjoy.
	VA Form 26-4555, Veterans Application in Acquiring Specially Adapted Housing or Special Home Adaptation Grant


	Special Housing Adaptation (SHA)
	
	The SHA grant is for modifying an existing home to meet adaptive needs, such as assistance with mobility throughout the home.  Veterans and service members with specific service-connected disabilities may be entitled to this type of grant.  The grant is currently limited to $12,000.  
	


September 2014

