Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for Surviving Spouses and Children Lesson Plan


DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSATION (DIC) for Surviving Spouses and Children
Lesson Plan

	Lesson Description

	The information below provides the instructor with an overview of the lesson and the materials that are required to effectively present this instruction.

	TMS #
	 4411047

	Prerequisites
	Prior to this lesson, the Veteran Service Representatives (VSRs) should have 24 months of VSR experience. 

	target audience
	The target audience for Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for Surviving Spouses and Children is Entry Level Pension Management Center (PMC) VSRs.
Although this lesson is targeted to teach the Entry Level PMC VSR employee, it may be taught to other VA personnel as mandatory or refresher type training.

	Time Required
	3.5 hours

	Materials/
TRAINING AIDS
	Lesson materials:

· Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for Surviving Spouses and Children PowerPoint Presentation

· Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for Surviving Spouses and Children Student Handout

	Training Area/Tools
	The following are required to ensure the trainees are able to meet the lesson objectives: 

· Classroom or private area suitable for participatory discussions

· Seating, writing materials, and writing surfaces for trainee note taking and participation 

· Handouts, which include a practical exercise
· Large writing surface (easel pad, chalkboard, dry erase board, overhead projector, etc.) with appropriate writing materials

· Computer with PowerPoint software to present the lesson material


	
	Trainees require access to the following tools: 

· VA TMS to complete the assessment
· Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for Surviving Spouses and Children:  Power Point Presentation
· Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for Surviving Spouses and Children:  Trainee Handout

	Pre-Planning 


	· Become familiar with all training materials by reading the Instructor Lesson Plan while simultaneously reviewing the corresponding PowerPoint slides. This will provide you the opportunity to see the connection between the Lesson Plan and the slides, which will allow for a more structured presentation during the training session. 

· Become familiar with the content of the trainee handouts and their association to the Lesson Plan. 

· Practice is the best guarantee of providing a quality presentation. At a minimum, do a complete walkthrough of the presentation to practice coordination between this Lesson Plan, the trainee handouts, and the PowerPoint slides and ensure your timing is on track with the length of the lesson. 

· Ensure that there are copies of all handouts before the training session.

· When required, reserve the training room.

· Arrange for equipment such as flip charts, an overhead projector, and any other equipment (as needed).

· Talk to people in your office who are most familiar with this topic to collect experiences that you can include as examples in the lesson. T

· This lesson plan belongs to you. Feel free to highlight headings, key phrases, or other information to help the instruction flow smoothly. Feel free to add any notes or information that you need in the margins.

	Training Day 


	· Arrive as early as possible to ensure access to the facility and computers. 

· Become familiar with the location of restrooms and other facilities that the trainees will require. 

· Test the computer and projector to ensure they are working properly. 

· Before class begins, open the PowerPoint presentation to the first slide. This will help to ensure the presentation is functioning properly. 

· Make sure that a whiteboard or flip chart and the associated markers are available.

· The instructor completes a roll call attendance sheet or provides a sign-in sheet to the students. The attendance records are forwarded to the Regional Office Training Managers.


	Introduction to Medicaid-Approved Nursing Facility Adjustments

	INTRODUCTION
	Introduce yourself and inform participants of the lesson topic. 

The purpose of this lesson is to illustrate the processing of DIC claims from surviving spouses and children.



	Time Required
	0.25 hours

	OBJECTIVES

Slide 2
	· Recognize a claim for DIC

· Determine the requirements necessary to establish entitlement to DIC

· Determine the steps required to develop for marital relationship

· Identify other issues related to DIC 

	Motivation
	A VSR noticed that a former POW who had passed away was receiving 100% compensation for the last year prior to his death.  They identified the fact that the widow was entitled to DIC under UCS 1318, and expeditiously routed it to the rating board for a grant of benefits. Because of this action, the widow was paid quickly. She did not receive any unnecessary requests for unneeded information during this difficult time. Since the Veteran’s compensation was their only source of income, the expeditious processing by this caring VSR prevented any additional hardship on this widow.

	REFERENCES
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	· M21-1, Part IV, Subpart iii, Chapter 1, Evolution and Entitlement - Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) 

· M21-1, Part IV, Subpart iii, Chapter 2, Section A - Rating Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) - Rating DIC and Death Compensation Claims

· M21-1, Part IV, Subpart iii, Chapter 3, Authorization and Notification in DIC and Death Compensation Claims
· M21-1, Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 5, Section E – Establishing Marital Relationship in Survivors Cases
· M21-1, Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 5, Section F – Establishing a Child’s Age and Relationship


	Recognize DIC and When to File for DIC

	Time Required
	0.25 hours


	Define DIC
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	Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) is defined as a monthly payment made:

· to a surviving spouse, child, or parent because of an SC death occurring

· On or after January 1, 1957, or 

· Before January 1, 1957, if the survivor elects to receive DIC in lieu of death compensation. 
· to a surviving spouse or child because the Veteran had been rated as totally disabled due to an SC disability prior to his/her death, typically for at least ten years, per 38 U.S.C. 1318, or

· to a surviving spouse, child, or parent because of death due to VA medical treatment, per 38 U.S.C. 1151.



	Identify VA Forms 21-534, 21-534EZ, 21-534a 

Slide 5

Refer to VA Form 21-534,21-534EZ, and 21-534a

	VA Forms 21-534,  21-534EZ, or 21-534a are required for a surviving spouse or child/children to claim DIC. The 21-534 and 21-534EZ forms are also a claim for death pension, accrued benefits, and month of death payment. All of these issues must be addressed in our notification letter(s) regarding the claim (M21-1MR Part III.ii.2.B.1.k).
If the box is marked “yes”, that they are claiming that the cause of death was due to service, we need to send a Section 5103 Notice (formerly VCAA Notice) for DIC (unless we know we can grant it for certain) and a rating decision will be done addressing service connection for cause of death.  If the box is marked “no”, we do not need to send a Section 5103 Notice for DIC, it can be denied administratively, unless the claimant indicates elsewhere on the form or attached documents that he or she wishes to claim DIC, than we send a Section 5103 Notice.

	Provide feedback
	Ask the trainees to restate the definition of DIC as well as to describe the forms necessary for filing a claim.




	Determine Requirements to Establish Entitlement to DIC

	Time Required
	0.75 hours

	Determine DIC Eligibility
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	· Evidence of Veteran’s death 
· Cause of death

· Relationship to Veteran is established (can we establish a surviving spouse or child?)

	Identify Laws Under Which DIC Can Be Paid
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	DIC can be paid under 38 U.S.C. 1310(a) (service-connected death), 38 U.S.C. 1318 (Veteran rated totally disabled for 10/5/1 years prior to death), or 38 U.S.C. 1151 benefits for persons disabled by treatment or vocational rehabilitation). 

	DIC under U.S.C. 1310(a)

Slide 8

	Generally, to determine entitlement to DIC, VA needs evidence showing: 

· the cause of death, and 

· that the cause of death was related to, or hastened by:

·  incurred or aggravated by, an SC disability, or 

· related to a disease or injury that existed during active military service.

	DIC under U.S.C. 1318

Slides 9, 10, 11

	38 USC 1318 requires a Veteran be either:
· rated 100% 10 years preceding death (includes IU),

· rated 100% at separation from service at least 5 years preceding death, or
· rated 100% at least 1 year before death and a former POW


Effective July 7, 2014, VA automatically pays 38 U.S.C. 1318 DIC to an eligible surviving spouse, without a claim, when VA is able to determine eligibility based on evidence of record as of the date of the Veteran's death.  A surviving spouse must file a claim for other DIC benefits. 

Note:   The automated payment is triggered by the First Notice of Death (FNOD) command and paid to the surviving spouse established on the award at the time of the Veteran’s death.

	Refer trainees to the special award annotation needed when DIC is awarded under U.S.C. 1318.


	The following disabilities qualify for payment of DIC under 38 U.S.C. 1318:

· a disability acquired under 38 U.S.C. 1151 

· after discharge from service as a result of treatment in a Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) medical facility, or 

· as a result of vocational rehabilitation training under any VA-administered law, and 

· disabilities for which disability compensation was granted for paired organs or extremities under 38 U.S.C. 1160.  
· after discharge from service as a result of treatment in a VA medical facility, or

· as a result of vocational rehabilitation training under any VA-administered law.
Explain: For claims by survivors of former POWs, the trainee should refer to M21-1 IV.iii.1.B.4.b and c. Development for these claims is expedited!  Remember former POW survivor folder flash is need for the c-file/systems. For more on this, you can refer to M21-1MR IV.iii.1.B.4

Evaluations that provide entitlement to benefits under 38 U.S.C. 1318 include total evaluations based on

· individual unemployability (IU) under 38 CFR 4.16 and 38 CFR 3.22 disabilities for which disability compensation was granted for paired organs or extremities under 38 U.S.C. 1160, and

· a disability acquired under 38 U.S.C. 1151

· after discharge from service as a result of treatment in a VA medical facility, or
· as a result of vocational rehabilitation training under any VA-administered law.



	Automatic Generation of 38 U.S.C. 1318 DIC Payment

Slides 12, 13
	Step

Action

1

VA processes a Veteran's notice of death (NOD) using the FIRST NOTICE OF DEATH (FNOD) command.  

2

During the process, VA systems search for a spouse established on the Veteran's award. 

3

If there is a surviving spouse established on the award for at least one year, and evidence that 38 U.S.C. 1318 DIC benefits exist, VA sends an automated letter informing him or her:

· that he or she will receive 38 U.S.C. 1318 DIC payments

· of additional survivor and burial benefits he or she may be entitled to, and

· that he or she must apply for these additional benefits with  an application.

4

VA systems wait 6 days to ensure there is no notification that 38 U.S.C. 1318 DIC should not be paid. 

5

If, after the 6 day waiting period, information is ...

Then...

not received to indicate the 38 U.S.C. 1318 DIC payment should not be paid

the surviving spouse receives a check for the 38 U.S.C. 1318 DIC payment. 

is received that indicates the surviving spouse is not entitled to this payment

the automatic payment terminates.

 

Note:  If the surviving spouse believes the payment was erroneously terminated, he    or she must submit an application for benefits. 



	
	Automated 38 U.S.C. 1318 DIC is processed under end product (EP) 149.  Because this is an automated process, credit for this EP is given to the Regional Office of Jurisdiction (ROJ) based on where the Veteran resided.  


	Obtaining Evidence Relating the Cause of Death to an SC Condition
Slide 14

	Develop for evidence listed in 38 CFR 3.211 that constitutes proof of death. 

When acceptable evidence cannot be obtained, the fact that death occurred may still be conceded under the provisions of 38 CFR 3.211(f).  These cases must be

· fully developed for facts and circumstances that support a presumption of death, and

· submitted to the rating activity for determining 

· service connection for the cause of death
· the existence of a disability related to service at the time of death, or

· discharge from service for an SC disability.

Reference:  For more information on developing for fact of death, see M21-1, Part III, Subpart v.1.H.1.

	DIC under 38 U.S.C. 1151
Slide 15

	38 U.S.C. 1151 provides for the payment of DIC  for death that is:

· not the result of the Veteran’s willful misconduct, and

· attributable to 

· hospital care, medical or surgical treatment, or examination furnished the Veteran under any law administered by the Secretary, either by a Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) employee or in a VA facility as defined in 38 U.S.C. 1701(3)(A)

·  participation in vocational rehabilitation training under 38 U.S.C. Chapter 31, or

·  participation in compensated work therapy (CWT).
Award benefits for qualifying death under 38 U.S.C. 1151 in the same manner as if the death was SC.



	Obtain Evidence to Support a Claim for DIC
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	Evidence to support a claim for DIC may be obtained from:

· The electronic claims folder, if service connection for a disease or injury was   previously established, 

· corporate record
· VA medical center treatment reports or VA outpatient clinic records, 

· Service treatment records, or 

· Private doctor or hospital treatment records.
Send the claimant a Section 5103 notice development letter requesting medical evidence showing the Veteran’s death was caused by service when

· there is not already sufficient evidence of record to grant DIC, and

· service connection for the cause of death is specifically claimed, or

· the claimant is filing for Parents’ DIC.

Exceptions:  Do not develop for service connection for the cause of death if the claimant

· does not meet relationship requirements to establish entitlement to DIC, or

· submits a VA Form 21P-534EZ application, as the notice has already been provided.

We need to develop for proof of death; most generally, this proof is a death certificate. See 38 CFR 3.211 for evidence that constitutes proof of death.  

	
	Once any necessary development is complete, refer the claim to the rating activity for a decision on the issue of DIC.

 Important:  Some survivor claims may be referred to the rating activity as soon as they are received, without development, if:

· any conditions listed on the death certificate under the cause of death or contributing factors matches one or more of the deceased Veteran's SC disabilities

· the cause of death is a presumptive disability and the Veteran meets the presumptive criteria per 38 CFR 3.309, or

· the requirements are met for DIC under 38 U.S.C. 1318.



	Explain
	Note:  The fact that the Veteran may never have actually received compensation (as in retired pay cases) does not preclude a grant of DIC.
After the Section 5103 Notice is sent, work with an RVSR to ensure that if DIC can be granted immediately, it is, or if an opinion regarding cause of death is needed, it is requested expeditiously, unless there is no information regarding the cause of death (i.e. a death certificate).

	Ask review questions
	· What the VA can accept as evidence?

· How would VA secure missing evidence?

	Check comprehension
	Ask the trainees additional questions as necessary to ensure they comprehend this material before proceeding to the next topic. 



	Determining Marital Relationship

	Time Required
	0.75 hours

	Determining Martial Relationship
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	These next few slides will discuss:

· Verifying a marital relationship

· Identifying information the surviving spouse needs for filing

· Remarriage of a surviving spouse

· Marriage dates requirement

	Verify a Marital Relationship
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	Verification of a claimant’s marital relationship to a deceased Veteran is required in order to establish entitlement to DIC. M21-1MR III.iii.5.E provides information for establishing a valid marriage in death cases.
Concede dependency when the evidence in VA records, as of the date of the Veteran’s death, establishes the survivor’s relationship with the deceased Veteran.  Absent evidence to the contrary in current records

· do not develop to determine marital relationship based upon prior marriages, divorces, or deaths, and

· take immediate action on the claim by referring it to a rating team for a decision.
Important:  A surviving spouse’s statement of marital status and history may be considered sufficient if the statement does not contain contradictory information and it contains substantially complete information about the marital history of the Veteran and the surviving spouse.

· To the extent possible, information about the marital status may be obtained via telephone.

· If contradictory information cannot be resolved by a review of the evidence of record, the claimant should be asked to furnish dependency evidence as described in 38 CFR 3.205 through 38 CFR 3.211.


	Demonstrate
	Refer trainees to the definition of a surviving spouse found in 38 CFR 3.50 (b).


	Identify Information the Surviving Spouse Needs for Filing 
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	Primary evidence of a valid marriage consists of a copy or abstract of the public record of a marriage, or a copy of the church record of marriage, containing sufficient data to identify the

· parties to the marriage

· date and place (city and State, county and State, or (if the marriage took place in a foreign country) city and country) of the marriage, and

· number of prior marriages, if shown on the official record.
· We also must have the surviving spouse’s Social Security number.

	Explain

	VA can accept a claimant’s statement as proof of all of the above, unless:

· The claimant does not reside within a state.

· VA Form 21-686c (or other prescribed form listed in the bottom row of the table under M21-1, Part III, Subpart ii, 2.B.1.b) contains entries that conflict with one another or raise a question regarding the validity of the marriage that cannot be resolved through
· telephone contact with the claimant, or (if telephone contact cannot be made)

· review of documentary evidence already of record, or

· There is a reasonable indication, in the claimant's statement or otherwise, of fraud or misrepresentation of the relationship in question.

Refer to 38 CFR 3.204(a) (2) if necessary.  

If one of these issues arises, we must develop for proof in the form of a public record (divorce decree, marriage certificate, etc.).
However, it is also possible under certain circumstances to "deem valid" for Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) purposes a marriage which is not valid under State law.

	Remarriage of a Surviving Spouse

Slide 23
	If a surviving spouse remarries on or after age 57, he/she may retain eligibility for certain VA benefits under PL 108-183.

	Marriage Dates Requirement
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· 
	A surviving spouse with potential entitlement to DIC under 38 U.S.C. 1310(a) meets the marriage dates requirement of 38 CFR 3.54 if at least one of the following is true:

· The claimant was married to the Veteran one year or more before the Veteran’s death.

· A child was born:

· of the marriage, or
· prior to the marriage.
The claimant was married to the Veteran before the expiration of 15 years after the termination of the period of service in which the injury or disease causing the death of the Veteran was incurred or aggravated.

Note:  When calculating years of marriage pursuant to 38 CFR 3.54, use the date the marriage was performed, not the date the marriage could first be recognized for the purpose of VA benefits.
A surviving spouse with potential entitlement to DIC under 38 U.S.C. 1318 meets the marriage dates requirement of 38 CFR 3.54 if at least one of the following is true:

· The claimant was married to the Veteran one year or more before the Veteran’s death.

· A child was born

· of the marriage, or
· prior to the marriage.

Note:  When calculating years of marriage pursuant to 38 CFR 3.54, use the date the marriage was performed, not the date the marriage could first be recognized for the purpose of VA benefits.


	Other Issues Related to DIC

	Time Required
	0.75 hours 

	Other Issues Related to DIC
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	Other issues related to payment of DIC that will be discussed are additional monetary benefits, and Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP).

	Additional Monetary Benefits
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Exercise
	The enhanced DIC benefit is paid to a surviving spouse who was married to the Veteran for 8 years prior to the Veteran’s death, and the Veteran was 100% disabled during those full eight years

Additional allowances are also provided for:
· Each dependent child under age of 18 

· Each helpless child over 18

· Aid and Attendance entitlement
· Housebound entitlement

· 2-year transitional benefit, if there are one or more children under the age of 18 on award

Have the class look up the additional allowance payment rates for the current year under rate tables.

	Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP)
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	Effective September 21, 1972, the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) was established under Public Law (PL) 92-425 for:

· retired service personnel, or 

· commissioned officers of the 

· Public Health Service (PHS), or 

· National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

SBP is handled by the following Retired Pay Centers (RPCs):

· Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) for survivors of Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps retirees, and

· U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) for survivors of USCG, PHS, or NOAA retirees. 

	Payments to a Claimant Entitled to Both SBP and DIC
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	In general, a surviving spouse is not entitled to receive his or her full amount of SBP and Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) benefits concurrently. 

 When a claimant is entitled to both SBP and DIC, he or she is entitled to

· only the amount of SBP in excess of the basic DIC rate payable to a surviving spouse, but
· the full amount of SBP to a child or parent, since there is no bar against full payment of both benefits for those dependents. 
Exception:  Per Sharp, et al. v. United States, Fed Circ (August 26, 2009), there is no bar to full payment of SBP and DIC, without offset of either benefit, when a surviving spouse is entitled to DIC by virtue of having remarried after age 57.

	Handling an Overpayment of SBP
Slide 30
	If SBP was paid to a surviving spouse entitled to DIC, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) offsets any overpayment of SBP from the DIC award in an amount not greater than the basic DIC payable. 
Exception:  Under 38 U.S.C. 1311(e), there is no bar to full concurrent payment of SBP and the basic DIC rate when a surviving spouse is entitled to DIC under 38 CFR 3.55(a)(10) by virtue of having remarried after age 57.

	Reviewing for Potential Entitlement to SBP
Slide 31
	Due to the potential for large overpayments in DIC awards to surviving spouses also entitled to SBP, a review of SBP entitlement should be completed prior to generating an original DIC award to a surviving spouse.
Review the claims folder and electronic systems to determine whether the surviving spouse is potentially eligible for SBP benefits. Potential eligibility exists if the deceased Veteran was
· retired, or
· on active duty but eligible for retirement.

	Paying Full DIC Benefits Without Withholding 
Slides 32, 33
Demonstrate
	In certain cases, VA can pay full DIC benefits without withholding. 
After a review of the Veterans Information Solution (VIS), if the surviving spouse is in receipt of SBP, but the following is true, then pay full DIC benefits without withholding or awaiting a response from DFAS as indicated in M21-1, Part IV, Subpart iii, 3. F.2.d:
· The surviving spouse has been receiving SBP for 12 months or less, and
· The current SBP effective date is 10 years or more from the date of the Veteran’s death.

Important:  Claims processors will still be required to submit the PTIVA form to DFAS notifying them that DIC has been paid in full.
Notes: 

· This does not apply to USGC Veterans, as per M21-1, Part IV, Subpart iii, 3.F.2.f. 
· In all other cases regarding potential entitlement to SBP, VA must await a response from DFAS. However, claims processors may pay DIC as of the date last paid and continue the claim at authorization until a response is received. After a response is provided by DFAS, finalize the DIC award appropriately.

· The current SPB effective date can be found in VIS under the SURVIVIOR BENEFIT PLAN INFORMATION, under the CURRENT SBP EFFECTIVE DATE.
Pull up M21-1, IV.iii.3.F.2.e, to show the class the PTIVA Case Form

	Handling Cases With No Potential 
Entitlement to SBP
Slide 34
	If there is no potential entitlement to SBP, the VSR should enter No SBP payable in the REMARKS field of the DIC award.
Note:  If there is any question as to whether or not SBP is payable, contact the applicable RPC as described in M21-1, Part IV, Subpart iii, 3.F.2.

	Coordinating the Payment of DIC With DFAS
Slides 35, 36
	Before paying full DIC to a surviving spouse with potential eligibility for SBP benefits based on service in the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps, contact DFAS to determine
· whether the surviving spouse is receiving SBP benefits, and (if so)
· whether payment of DIC will create an overpayment. 
Many pension management center (PMC) employees have access to DFAS’s Annuity Pay Sub-system (APS). PMC employees also have access to Veterans Information Solution (VIS), which is a web-based application that provides a consolidated view of eligibility and benefits data from the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) and Department of Defense (DoD). This system often contains the information required to make the determinations referenced above without making direct contact with DFAS. When it does not, or when access to APS or VIS does not exist, either the finance activity or a Veterans Service Representative (VSR) must fax a request to DFAS at 1-800-982-8459, using the template shown in M21-1, Part IV, Subpart iii, 3.F.2.e.
If a request is faxed to DFAS, claims processors may pay DIC as of the date last paid and continue the claim at authorization until a response is received. After a response is provided by DFAS, finalize the DIC award appropriately.
If DFAS does not respond within ten workdays, follow up by telephone at 1-800-321-1080.
Exception:  Do not postpone payment of full DIC benefits for a response from DFAS if:
· a review of VIS shows that SBP payments have been received for 12 months or less, and

· the current SBP effective date is 10 years or more from the date of the Veteran’s death. 
Important:  Claims processors must still send the PTIVA to DFAS notifying them that DIC has been paid in full.
Notes:

·  It is acceptable to
· send multiple requests to DFAS in a single fax, as long as a separate template is prepared and included for each request, and
· request information from DFAS by telephone, using the number provided above, but only when an expeditious response is required.
· Document any telephone contact with DFAS on VA Form 27-0820, Report of General Information.
· The Manila Regional Office (RO) contacts DFAS by teletype rather than by telephone.
· SBP is not paid to the surviving spouse through DFAS for Veterans of the USCG, PHS or NOAA. For SBP payments for Veterans of the USCG, PHS or NOAA, see M21-1, Part IV, Subpart iii, 3.F.2.f

	Action to Take to Complete an SBP Offset
Slide 37
	Stage

Who Is Responsible?

Description

1

VSR

· Generates DIC award, and

· forwards to authorizer for review.

2

Authorizer

· Reviews award for accuracy, and

· forwards the RPC payment information to the finance activity to request that they create a debt (offset) to recoup the SBP overpayment.

3

Finance

· Creates a debt in the amount requested, and

· notifies Authorizer of completion.

4

Authorizer

· Reviews corporate to verify that the debt was created, and

· authorizes the award.

Note: If the pay grade is required to generate the DIC award, but not known, the VSR should check APS and VIS to see if the pay grade is available. The Retired Pay Coordinator must telephone DFAS to obtain the correct pay grade.


	Child’s Entitlement to DIC

	Time Required
	0.25 hours

	Child’s Entitlement to DIC

Slides 38, 39

	Refer to 38 CFR 3.57 for the definition of a “child of the Veteran,” to determine who is eligible for this benefit.

The categories of children eligible are:  biological, adopted, or step child of the Veteran:

· If the child is an adopted child of the Veteran, then we must have a copy of the adoption decree of a copy of the adoptive placement agreement before paying benefits.

· If a child is adopted by a surviving spouse after the Veterans death, the child may also be a dependent for VA purposes if certain requirements are met.  

· If the child is a stepchild, the child must have been a member of the Veteran’s household at the time of the Veteran’s death to pay benefits.

A child must also be unmarried and either:

· Under the age of 18,

· Between age 18 and 23 and attending an approved course of education (school age child), or

· Seriously disabled before the age of 18 (a rating will be required for this determination).

Note:  if the child is a school age child we must have a VA Form 21-674 in file before we can pay benefits.



	Processing A Claim For DIC For A Child
Slide 40
	In order to process a claim for DIC for a child of the Veteran, we require:

· Full first and last name, 

· date of birth, 

· location of birth (city and state), 

· social security number of the child, and 
· complete address of the child (this may be the address of the surviving spouse). 
Accept a claim filed by a surviving spouse who does not have entitlement as a claim for any child or children in his/her custody named in the claim.  


	Lesson Review, Assessment, and Wrap-up

	Introduction

Discuss the following:
	The Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for Surviving Spouses and Children lesson is complete. 

Review each lesson objective and ask the trainees for any questions or comments.

	Time Required
	0.5 hours

	Summary
Slide 41
	You have completed the Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for Surviving Spouses and Children lesson. 

The trainee should be able to:  

· Recognize a claim for DIC
· Determine the requirements necessary to establish entitlement to DIC

· Determine the steps required to develop for marital relationship

· Identify other issues related to DIC 

· Understand a child’s entitlement to DIC

	Review
	Direct trainees to the Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for Surviving Spouses and Children Handout for completion of practical exercise.

	Assessment 


	Remind the trainees to complete the on-line assessment in TMS to receive credit for completion of the course.

The assessment will allow the participants to demonstrate their understanding of the information presented in this lesson.
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