Auditory Disorders Exercises

(I)
The Veteran served honorably in the Navy from 8/14/1969 to 8/13/1973 and filed a claim for hearing loss on 12/29/2015.

The service treatment records showed the Veteran was a machinist in the military and reported a history of noise exposure in the service. An entrance examination showed mild hearing loss in the right ear. The Veteran’s hearing was not tested upon discharge from the military. He was also a machinist following service.

During a VA examination, the examiner noted that the hearing loss was consistent with noise exposure and that it was as likely as not that the hearing loss was caused by the Veteran’s noise exposure while in service.  

Examination findings showed the following pure tone thresholds:
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Speech recognition scores were 96 for the right ear and 92 for the left ear. The diagnosis was bilateral mild to severe SNHL.

How would you rate this scenario?

(II)
The Veteran served honorably in the Marine Corps from 3/04/2002 to 6/04/2005 and participated in the Iraq War. He filed a claim for hearing loss on 1/10/2016.

The service records showed the Veteran was a radio listener and reports significant exposure to noise during military service.

Examination findings showed the following pure tone thresholds:
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Speech recognition scores were 100 for the right ear and 100 for the left ear.  

How would you rate these conditions? 

(III)
The Veteran served honorably in the Army from 3/25/1964 to 10/12/1969. He filed a claim for hearing loss on 10/28/2015.

The service records showed the Veteran served in the artillery during service in Vietnam. Discharge examination showed normal hearing.

During a VA examination, the Veteran reported that the condition is due to noise exposure. He does not report any exposure to loud noises after service. The current symptoms are difficulty hearing and use of bilateral hearing aids.  

Examination findings showed the following pure tone thresholds:
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Speech recognition scores were 24% for the right ear and 8% for the left ear.  

The examiner provided a statement that the hearing loss was as likely as not due to the Veteran’s noise exposure during service.

The diagnosis rendered was severe SNHL, present bilaterally.

How would you rate these conditions?
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