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Topic 2 Exercise
Match the following statements with the appropriate letter in accordance with the following choices:

V- Veteran for VA Purposes

N- Not a Veteran for VA Purposes

D- Requires development and administrative decision

	N
	An individual that served actively for 2 years in the US Army and received a Dishonorable discharge

	V
	An individual that served in the USAF for 20 years and received an Honorable discharge

	N
	An individual that was in the Air Force Reserves for 4 years but was never called to Active Duty

	D
	An individual that served in the US Marines and was discharged under General Other than Honorable Conditions

	V
	An individual in the Air Force Reserves who received a disabling injury during Active Duty for Training

	V
	An individual in the US Marines who served for the full period called to Active Duty, which lasted 18 months, before receiving an Honorable discharge

	V
	An individual in the National Guard who was called to service under 10 U.S.C. for an assignment lasting 9 months

	N
	An individual in the National Guard who was called to service under 32 U.S.C. for training

	V
	An individual in the US Navy who served actively for 6 months until receiving an injury rated as service connected

	D
	An individual serving for 23 months in the US Coast Guard that received an Uncharacterized discharge


Practical Exercise
1. List two criteria that must be fulfilled in order for a person to be considered a Veteran for VA purposes?

Response:  The individual must have served on active military, naval or air service with a discharge that is other than dishonorable.

2. Assuming there are no service-connected conditions to qualify a Reservist as a Veteran, which preliminary stage of Active Duty does not fulfill the Active Duty requirements to be eligible for VA benefits?

Response:  Active Duty for Training

3. Are Reservists that are injured while participating in weekend drills considered Veterans for VA purposes? Explain why or why not.

Response:  Yes, According to M21-1MR III.ii.6.4.c they are considered a Veteran for VA purposes as long as they are rated with a service-connected disability resulting from the injury. 

4. A Reservist sends in a DD Form 214 that contains the following information:  

	
DD Form 214

	Department: Army/USAR
	Remarks: US Army Reservist Activated in Support of Operation Iraq Freedom IAW 10 USC 12302

	Discharge: Honorable
	Served Actively from:

09/21/2003-09/21/2005


Does the Reservist fulfill the requirements to qualify as a Veteran for VA purposes?

Response:  Yes, the 38 CFR 3.12 (a) minimum Active Duty service requirements are met because the Reservist was called to Active Duty under Title 10. This regulation also defines the minimum Active Duty service requirements to be either 24 month continuous service or a full period of Active Duty.

5. A Reservist sends in a DD Form 214 that contains the following information:  

	DD Form 214

	Department: Army/USAR


	Remarks: US Army Reservist Activated in Support of Operation Iraq Freedom IAW 10 U.S.C. 12302

	Discharge: Completion of Required Active Service
	Served Actively from:

09/21/2003-03/20/2005


Does the Reservist fulfill the requirements to qualify as a Veteran for VA purposes?

Response:  Yes, because 38 CFR 3.12 (a) defines the minimum Active Duty service requirements to be either 24 month continuous service or a full period of Active Duty.

6. A claimant submits a DD Form 214 showing service in the U. S. Army for two months and three days. It shows “Uncharacterized Separation, Void Enlistment”. Is he a Veteran for VA purposes?  

Response:  Possibly, an administrative decision is required
7. What VA system should be used if acceptable proof of service is not of record or is incomplete?

Response:  PIES or DPRIS

8. Can we accept the data shown in this BIRLS VID screen as proof of service? Why or why not?

No, it lists Army National Guard as the Branch. Though it shows that discharge was Honorable, the minimum Active Duty service requirements are not met. 
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